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Dear Parents, Pupils and Friends, 
 
It has been a week of profound sadness and significant historical importance, and I have been 
privileged to share with many pupils our reactions and feelings at this time of national mourning 
following the death of Queen Elizabeth II.  On Friday morning last week, the entire school joined 
together for an assembly to pay tribute to the Queen's life of service.  It was a powerful and 
moving occasion, and we will always remember the poignancy of the solo trumpet as Mr Boote 
played 'Nimrod' to a silent school community.  Since then, pupils have been signing Books of 
Condolence in the Mews, the Grove and Feldemore and these will become treasured items in the 
school archive.  May I remind all families that, in line with national guidance, we shall all be 
staying at home on Monday 19th September to participate in the funeral of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II and to celebrate her life. 
 
Whilst the passing of our monarch demands time to pause and reflect, nonetheless we have been 
very busy on site.  The Astro is now complete, and the markings will be added on Tuesday so that 
we may begin to use this first-class resource in the coming week. The Aquileon Building is forging 
ahead despite some inevitable delays at this difficult time for construction companies as they 
struggle with deliveries and supplies, and the Head's House (still without an official name!) is also 
coming to completion - which means that Mr Skrine and I will leave our rental property in Dorking 
and move back onto site at the end of the first week in October.   My Labradors, Petra and Juno, 
will be very relieved to be back on site! 
 
Some pupils had fun this week, chatting to the recruitment consultants Odgers Berndston about 
what they wanted their new Headteacher to be like!  I was told that one little boy wanted 
someone who would introduce a Theme Park at Belmont which gave rise to much 
amusement.  Belmont's other new staff have settled in quickly since the start of term and they 
are already making a very positive impact upon the Belmont community whilst existing staff have 
enjoyed getting to know their new colleagues. 
 
In short, we have started the new academic year at full throttle, and I have little doubt that the 
pace will continue in this vein.  Every fortnight, this Bulletin will give you a small insight into 
some of the activities and successes in school and I invite you all to find a few moments in your 
busy lives to read, and to celebrate the diversity and achievements of our wonderful pupils. 
 
With best wishes to you all, 
Helen Skrine 
 

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

Congratulations to all out pupils (left) who sat LAMDA 

examinations at the end of the summer term.  They all 

passed with amazing grades and the examiner 

commented how much she had enjoyed the range of 

exams performed with such passion and enjoyment. 

Below: Some of our Prep pupils receiving their 

certificates in Assembly this week. 

* 

LAMDA SUCCESS 

Tickets will be on general release next Tuesday for 

both performances of Matilda. 

Performances are Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th 

October at 7.15pm (house opens at 6.45pm). 

Tickets are £5 for adult's seats and £1 for children's 

seats (suitable Year 6 and below). 

Please contact Mrs Spiller to reserve seats and please 

send in payment as soon as possible. Any reserved 

seats without payment of over 2 weeks may lose 

their reservation and be reallocated to another space 

in the auditorium. 

Box Office Email: sspiller@belmont-school.org  

 

A REMINDER THAT THERE WILL BE A CAST 

REHEARSAL ON SUNDAY 25th SEPTEMBER FROM 

10AM TO 5.00PM 

IT’S SHOW TIME!  

PREP LAMDA AWARDS 

Group Musical Theatre Grade 3 

Ruby  

Emilia  

 

Devising Drama Grade 2 Solo 

Michelle  

 

Speaking Verse 

Pia  

 

Acting Entry Level Solo &  

Group Musical Theatre Grade 1 

Thomas  

 

Speaking Verse 

Liberty  

 

Group Musical Theatre Grade 1 

Lara  

Amie  

Joannie  

 

 

SENIOR LAMDA AWARDS 

Speaking in Public Grade 5 & Group 

Musical Theatre Grade 3 

Lily  

 

Acting Grade 5 Solo 

Bobby  

 

Group Musical Theatre Grade 3 

Lorenzo  

 

Group Musical Theatre Grade 3 

Julian  

 

Group Musical Theatre Grade 3  

& Speaking in Public Grade 5 

Josie  
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THE MEWS 

 

Above: Pupils in Year 1 were challenged 

to build a tower that was taller than each 

child in the class. They even managed to 

build a tower taller than Mrs Ward! 

 

AWARDS 

 

Above: Tree Studies in the Woods 

 

Above: Investigating primary colours and 

creating artwork inspired by Piet Mondrian

 

Pre-Reception: Zara: Brilliant first week. 

Reception: Alexander: Brilliant first week. 

 

Year 1: Jasper: Tidying up and being kind. 

Harriet: Mapping skills in Geography. 

Sammie: Geography knowledge. 

 

Year 2: Milla: Super Scientist- participation in 

learning about mammals & LAMDA Award with 

Distinction. 

Phoebe: Kindness award- for helping the new 

children in the Mews. 

Ethan. Great thinking and questioning skills. 

Sophie: Beautiful writing to King Charles III & 

trophies from Ockley, Oakwood Hill and Forest 

Green Flower Show. 

Millie: participating in Maths carpet sessions when 

learning about Tens and units and place value. 

Luna: Being kind and helpful during playtime.  

 

 

 

Above: Ballet Awards. 
 



  

Sports 
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We are delighted that our all-weather 

Astro is nearly ready for use (below). It 

will be used for hockey, tennis, 5-aside 

and netball once the line-marking process 

has been completed next week.  

 

 

Team  Opposition Player 

U15 A Duke of Kent Oskar  

U15 B Duke of Kent Joshua  

U13 A Barrow Hills Jackson  

U13 B Barrow Hills Lukas 

U13 C Barrow Hills Adonijah  

U13 Kingswood House Anna  

Colts A1 Barrow Hills Millie  

Colts A1 Ripley Court Harry  

Colts A2 Barrow Hills Samuel  

Colts A2 Ripley Court James  

Colts B1 Barrow Hills Luke  

Colts B1 Ripley Court Oliver  

Colts B2 Barrow Hills Sam  

Colts B2 Ripley Court Benjamin  

U11 Football Kingswood House Luella  

U8/9 Hurricanes Barrow Hills Thomas  

U8/9 Hurricanes Ripley Court Elsa  

U8/9 Lightning Barrow Hills Edward  

U8/9 Storm Barrow Hills Hamish  

U8/9 Storm Ripley Court Jack  

 

 

Left: The U13 Girls’ football team won  

7-1 led by Anna who was awarded Girl of 

the Game whilst the U11 Girls’ won 8-0 

with Luella awarded Girl of the Game. 

Excellent linking throughout with Emilia. 

Both teams communicated well resulting 

in strong first games for both teams. 

 

Well played everyone. 

 

PLAYERS OF THE MATCH 



  

Senior 

 

Above: Year 8 Art: Fruit Studies 

 

Above: Congratulations to Annelize in Year 

11 who was selected as Runner Up in 

Christian Projects OCU’s schools Bible 

Project. The brief was to choose one 

incident in the life of Jesus, read the 

relevant Bible passage and write an 

account of the incident as if they had 

actually been there. Annelize chose to 

write about the resurrection from the 

perspective of Mary Magdalene. 

Above: Year 10 Art & Photography students visited the ‘Canaletto and Melissa McGill Performance 

and Panorama,’ Exhibition at The Lighthouse Gallery in Woking this week. This Exhibition is a 

conversation between two artists 250 years apart which explores Canaletto’s (1697- 1768) 

spectacular depictions of Italy and England alongside Melissa McGill’s (b. 1969) independent 

public art project ‘Red Regatta’. They both depict the landscape of Venice 250 years apart and 

inspire a dialogue around past, present and future. 

 

Above: Final sailing lesson for Years 10 & 11 
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BOARDING 

AT  

BELMONT 

 

 

   

  

 

Mr Codrington, 

HEAD OF  

BOARDING  

and Jaffa! 

Mr Collins           Mr Brailsford-Cox    Miss Smith 

Mrs Gibbins           Miss Davidson        Mr Sullivan 

Mrs 

Spiller  

MATRON 

Welcome back to the Boarding House. 

We are delighted to welcome Mr 

Brailsford-Cox to the Boarding team, 

along with Junior Assistants Miss 

Davidson and Mr Sullivan. You may also 

have noticed a few Belmont social media 

posts about Jaffa (below), who has also 

moved into the Boarding House! He may 

be small, but he has been a big hit 

amongst the whole community! 

Along with a very successful and busy 

Year 6 Invitation Boarding night this 

week, we held our first Boarding Council 

meeting for the Michaelmas Term. This 

meeting was held by Miss Smith and Miss 

Davidson and going forward will be 

chaired by our Boarding Captain, Lily. 

Our weekly boarders used the first 

session to brainstorm their ideas and to 

summarise key action points to be 

presented to Mr Codrington. These 

included changing the names of the dorm 

rooms, getting a PlayStation for the 

Common Room and themed suppers such 

as ‘Taco Tuesday’! The next meeting will 

be held on Wednesday 2nd November 

from 4:45pm – 5:45pm in Shakespeare. 

All regular day or overnight boarders are 

welcome to attend. This is an 

opportunity for you be the voice of the 

Boarding House, come along and have 

your say! 

 

 
Events this Term in the 

Boarding House 

Thursday 6th October 

Year 7 Invitation Boarding Night 

Thursday 3rd November 

 Boarders’ Fireworks  

Thursday 17th November 

Year 5 Invitation Boarding Night  

Wednesday 30th November 

Year 4 Invitation Boarding Night  

Monday 5th December 

Boarders’ Christmas Meal  

 

 



At Belmont, creating an environment that nurtures pupil mental health and wellbeing is a key 
priority for us.  To help us do this, we have invested in The Wellbeing Hub, developed by child 
and adolescent mental health and wellbeing experts, Teen Tips. 

It has never been more important to support the mental health and wellbeing of young people. 
Recent stats from The Wellbeing Hub reveal an overwhelming 89% of parents say there’s a need 
for all teachers to be given the skills to support the emotional wellbeing of young people. 

Commenting on The Wellbeing Hub, Mrs Rachel Eastment, Deputy Head Pastoral said: “Positive 
mental health is fundamental to young people’s ability to thrive and make the most of the 
opportunities available to them whilst at school. In conjunction with The Wellbeing Hub from 
Teen Tips, we aim to equip all our staff and parents with knowledge, understanding and 
strategies, so that they can support our pupils.  Our pupils are being given access to The 
Wellbeing Hub via two different platforms, one for those in Years 6-8 and one for those in Years 9 
and above, with resources tailored specifically to support them with their mental health and 
wellbeing.” 

Alicia Drummond, adolescent psychotherapist and founder of The Wellbeing Hub and Teen Tips 
said: “Schools have done a truly extraordinary job of educating their pupils in the most difficult of 
circumstances. We’re delighted to be working with Belmont School who are adopting this 
proactive and holistic approach to support the mental health of their whole school community.” 

Since the pandemic, The Wellbeing Hub has seen a rising demand from parents and schools for 
guidance and training on understanding and meeting the social and emotional needs of their 
young people. The Wellbeing Hub, which includes access for pupils aged 10 and above, is 
currently impacting more than 78,000 pupils in over 100 schools across the UK. 

 

 

FOB EVENTS 

FRIENDS OF BELMONT WALKING GROUP 

ALL WELCOME TO MEET AT HEARTWORKS 

CAFÉ, BULMER FARM, PASTUREWOOD ROAD  

EVERY TUESDAY AFTER MORNING DROP OFF 

(WITH OR WITHOUT DOGS!) 

Contact:  Ellie Malt 07866 547446 

FRIENDS OF BELMONT BOOK GROUP 

 

SECOND THURSDAY EVENING OF THE MONTH. 

 

Contact: Aoife Goldie 07881 581480 

Details for the FOB Quiz Night will be announced soon! 

 



  

TRIP TO ICELAND 14TH – 18TH OCTOBER 2022 

As advertised in the school calendar there is a meeting for the parents of those coming on the 

Iceland trip at 6pm on Thursday 22nd September.  The meeting will take place in the Theatre and 

will go through the logistics of the trip, including timings of travel and what to bring. 

Please bring your son/ daughter with you so that they can hear the information being given out at 

this meeting.  The meeting will last for approximately 45 minutes with an opportunity to ask any 

questions at the end of the meeting.   

Please ensure that you bring with you your son/ daughter’s passport to this meeting.  We will 

then hold the passports safe at school until the day of the trip.   

If you are unable to attend, please inform Miss Whitehill by email:  cwhitehill@belmont-

school.org 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

 

We are delighted to see so many pupils staying after school for clubs and activities, and the 
programme seems to be meeting their approval. 

A reminder that, from this point onwards, pupils will be asked to sign-up and commit to their 
chosen club for a half term.   By reverting to our former modus operandi, staff will know who to 
expect in attendance and be able to plan accordingly. If a student's ability to attend is likely to 
fluctuate during the half term, we hope they are mature enough to make a sensible decision 
regarding the club they sign-up for and to make the best of those occasions they do attend. 

We understand that there are occasions when you may fall foul of the unexpected or encounter 
an unavoidable situation which results in being delayed on route to pick-up. Any student whose 
parent/guardian is delayed will now go into the prep/homework session rather than attending a 
club they haven't previously signed-up to attend.  All students are expected to bring a reading 
book to school which they will read should they complete their prep/homework when attending 
the prep or prep/quiet club sessions.  

At the end of the school day, pupils attending clubs will be asked to register and collect their 
snacks from the dining room where they will remain until the teacher responsible for their 
chosen club collects them at the start the club session. Pupils attending clubs with external 
providers will attend these as usual after collecting their snacks. All enquiries about clubs should 
be directed to our After School Clubs Organiser Mr Brailsford-Cox via  
cbrailsford-cox@belmont-school.org  
 

For our Year 11 Pupils: 

Please be aware that the provisional timetable for Cambridge international has been released for 

the ICT examinations and that their first practical ICT examination is timetabled to take place on 

either 4th or 6th April. This is the middle week of the Easter holidays. We would hope you would 

not be planning to go away as it will be a busy time for revision over the Easter break to help 

prepare your son for their upcoming GCSE examinations. Pupils taking this exam must be 

available to attend this examination which will be sat at school. We are still awaiting the final 

timetable which is not due out for another 2 months to have the official date of this exam. 

EXAMS OFFICE 

mailto:cwhitehill@belmont-school.org
mailto:cwhitehill@belmont-school.org
mailto:cbrailsford-cox@belmont-school.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MESSAGES FROM MATRON  

The Child and Family Health Surrey immunisation team is visiting Belmont on MONDAY 28TH 

NOVEMBER 2022 to deliver Influenza (flu) vaccinations via nasal spray to pupils in Reception to 

Year 6.   

Please complete the e-consent form by 4pm on MONDAY 21ST NOVEMBER by visiting: 

• www.surreyimmunisations.co.uk and entering your school’s unique code SR125376 

• If you do not want your child to receive a vaccine, then please fill in the ‘No’ box.  
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT A FURTHER DATE FOR YEARS 7-11 WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE. 

 

 

We are able to offer peripatetic ballet, music and speech and language lessons during the day. 

All lessons are delivered on rotation during the school day. Individual and small group lessons are 

charged directly to the parent by the peripatetic teacher who is self-employed and not 

necessarily an employee of the School. The fees for a half hour lesson are shown within the Fees 

section of our website.  

 

MUSIC LESSONS 

We offer Brass, Drum, Guitar, String, Piano, Recorder,  

Flute, Singing and Music Theory lessons.  

If you are interested in finding out more, please email  

Mrs Liezel Ruthven-Brink (Director of Music)  

on lruthven-brink@belmont-school.org. 

 

BALLET 

We offer Ballet Academy though JH Ballet School. Lessons are taught by Jenni Hay at Belmont on 

either a Thursday or Friday lunchtime. 

If you are interested in finding out about ballet lessons for your child at Belmont, please email 

Jenni Hay directly on jenni@jhballet.co.uk. 

 

SPEECH AND DRAMA LESSONS 

We offer Speech and Drama private lessons with Mrs Kate Aiken. Please contact Mrs Aiken 

directly if you are interested - kaiken@belmont-school.org . Mrs Aiken also runs INTERACT after 

school club. 

 

 

The Children and Family Health Surrey Immunisation team is visiting your child’s school on 

Wednesday 28th September 2022 to give the HPV vaccination to Year 8 students. 

The HPV vaccine is given in two doses, 6 to 24 months apart. The e-consent form covers both 

doses. Further information about this vaccine is available on the Gov.uk website and the  

Electronic medicines compendium (emc) website 
 
Please complete the e-consent form by 4pm on Wednesday 21st September 2022 by visiting: 

• www.surreyimmunisations.co.uk and entering your school’s unique code/URN number 
SR125376 

• If you do not want your child to receive a vaccine, then please fill in the ‘No’ box.  

 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR LESSONS 

Both of the letters concerning the above vaccinations by the Children and Family 

Health Surrey Immunisation team are available in the Documents section of the Portal 

under Medical tab. 

 

http://www.surreyimmunisations.co.uk/
mailto:lruthven-brink@belmont-school.org
mailto:jenni@jhballet.co.uk
mailto:kaiken@belmont-school.org
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1059900/UKHSA-HPV-vaccination-for-all-leaflet.pdf
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/261/pil
http://www.surreyimmunisations.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FOOD BOUGHT INTO SCHOOL 

Please may we remind you of our established school policy in respect of food. No snacks, sweets, 

biscuits or cakes are to be sent/brought into school unless by specific request from the 

school.  This includes birthday cakes for all pupils. Cakes for boarders or other school events are 

managed by the staff and the school kitchens. 

We now have a significant number of pupils across the age range with allergies and intolerances, 

some at a potentially life-threatening level, and so it is important that all staff know what foods 

are coming in and out of school.  Staff are trained to deal with these allergies, and we thank you 

so much for supporting the staff by adhering to this long-standing policy.  

Helen Skrine 

 

15th September 2022  

6-8 p.m. 

At Peaslake Memorial Hall  

Show Dates: 9th/10th December 2022 

Please Contact Lesley on Lesley.happyfamilies@hotmail.co.uk  

to book your place in advance.  

16 places available  

 

Auditions 

 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

LOCAL DRAMA GROUP 

We have been asked to share the notice below on behalf of the local Peaslake Players. 

mailto:Lesley.happyfamilies@hotmail.co.uk

