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Find us @belmontdorking on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 

Belmont Bulletin  
21st January 2022 

Dear Parents and Pupils, 

 
As I write, please may I let all parents know that masks are no longer to be worn in school from 
Thursday 27th January.  Having said that, we are not completely without cases of COVID in school 
and so I must ask all parents and pupils to continue to follow the government guidance fully.  As 
there is a rising rate of infection we have postponed the Year 1 and 2 Netball fixture from Monday 
24th January to Monday 7th February. 
 

It has been a busy week with two Boarders’ outings to Coral Reef for Prep and younger Seniors, 
and also to Pizza Express for the older Seniors.  Year 5 and 6 pupils are looking forward to a 
Boarders’ Invitation Evening on 4th February when many of our new Year 7 pupils will join us as 
part of their induction to the school:  it promises to be great fun! 

 

I have been visiting many classrooms this week and observing your pupils during their lessons.  I 
am very pleased with the hardworking atmosphere in school, and I encourage everyone to 
continue to give of their best! 

 

I hope that you will enjoy reading about the achievements of our pupils across the age range as 
you dip into this edition of the Belmont Bulletin.  May I once again thank Mrs Owen for compiling 
the news, and all those who have contributed their articles. 

 

May I wish you all a happy and safe weekend and reiterate my plea to keep on testing regularly 
and exercise caution as you stay safe from the virus. 

 

With kind regards, 

Helen Skrine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8: Human Pyramid! 
 
Under the watchful eye of 
the Sports Department 
and after much practice, 
Year 8 pupils stood on top 
of each other to create a 
human pyramid today, 
practising their counter 
balances.  
 
It was great to witness 
them working 
collaborately as a team. 
 
Pupils across the age 
range have also tried 
gymnastics and dance and 
photographs are available 
later in this Bulletin. 



 

Science 

Right: 

Year 5 enjoyed a practical this week on 

friction. The force of friction opposes the 

motion of an object, which causes it to 

lose energy and slow down. On these icy 

mornings, friction can be particularly 

helpful in preventing us from slipping on 

frozen surfaces. When you walk, friction is 

caused between the tread on shoes and 

the ground. This friction acts to grip the 

ground and prevent sliding. 

In small groups, pupils and teachers tested 

different surfaces and measured the drag 

from friction using Newton metres. The 

surface with the most friction was 

polystyrene and the least friction was on 

the smooth laboratory benches.  

 

 

 

Left: 

 

Year 7 carried out a rock salt separation 

practical, grinding salt into a powder using a 

pestle and mortar before dissolving it, 

filtering it to remove any sand and grit and 

then evaporating it to get pure sodium 

chloride crystals. 

 

Right: 

Year 9 worked in teams to find out what 

food groups were in a range of samples for 

the Biology GCSE Required Practical. They 

used Benedict's Reagent to test for sugars, 

Biuret Reagent to test for proteins, Iodine 

to test for starch and ethanol to test for 

lipids.  

 



 

 

 

Science (Continued) 

Right: 

Jonathon and Harry showing two examples of 

Year 4 Science prep on the topic of food chains 

in 3D.  

Each pupil created their own design which they 

presented to their group explaining how energy 

flowed from each trophic level to another. 

Pupils and teachers alike were treated to some 

excellent presentations on how food chains 

start with the sun’s energy which is trapped by 

a producer plant, this in turn is eaten by a 

‘primary consumer’ herbivore, which is eaten 

by a ‘secondary consumer’ omnivore or 

carnivore. Ultimately, food chains end with a 

tertiary or quaternary apex predator carnivore. 

Year 4 Science Prep on food chains is displayed 

in the Theatre. Below is a photograph of 

pupils’ 3D models with an array of producers & 

consumers, predators and prey, and artistic 

mediums to represent this. 

 

 

 

Below: 

Year 4 Science work displayed in the Theatre.  

 



 

The Art Department 

 

Above: Chloe in Year 4 exploring mono-

printing techniques to show movement. 

 

 

Above & Below: Eleanor (Year 8) preparing her 

‘Junk Couture’ dress inspired by nature. This 

dress is on display in the Link. 

 

 

 

Above: Year 7 exploring screen printing 

techniques to produce Pop Art inspired self-

portraits (see opposite). 

 

 

Above: Year 7 options self-portrait 

Don’t forget that entries for the 

Photography Competition are due by 

31st January to Miss Murphy 

rmurphy@belmont-school.org  

TOPIC: CHRISTMAS MAGICAL 

MOMENT 



 
  STEM CLUB 

 

Pupil Forum 

 

 

 

Left:  

One of our Pupil Forums met with 

Mrs Sykes this morning in the 

School Library to discuss important 

issues around school.   

A Prep Pupil Forum is also held 

regularly in The Grove and the 

minutes are circulated to relevant 

members of staff after each 

meeting. 

There is a BLOG on the VLE for 

pupil comments and suggestion 

boxes in the Grove and Feldemore. 

  

STEM LEGO 

CHALLENGE 

Mrs Sykes set the pupils in The 

Grove STEM club a Lego 

challenge this week.   

The top photograph illustrates 

their solution to the first 

challenge: 

“A tarantula scurrying over 

pickles! AHHH! Hurry, build a 

trap to catch it’. 

The bottom photograph shows 

their neat solution to the 

second challenge: 

‘You’re so hungry. You’ve 

heard you can pick fruit from 

the trees.  

Build something that will help 

you to pick the tasty fruit’. 

I think you will agree, they did 

a great job! 

 



 

  Boarding Trips  

Next Event! 

Invitation Boarding 

for Year 5 & Year 6 

on Friday 4th 

February. 

A dozen of the Year 

7 pupils joining us 

this September have 

also been invited to 

come along and will 

join us for day 

boarding. A lovely 

way to make new 

friends! 

 

 

Quote from Eleanor 
(Day Boarder): 

“It was really fun, 
I went on all of the 
slides & I am very 

grateful that we were 
able to go on this trip! 

I hope we get to go 
again soon!”. 

 

Quote from Joanie (Regular Boarder): 
“I had the best time at Coral Reef. The lazy 

river was so cool as you could go round it with 
your friends and chat away. There were lots 
of different slides, I really liked the canon as 

it was dark and so fast”! 
 

Quote from Levi (Regular Boarder): 
“I love going on boarding trips especially this 
one to Coral Reef. We had so much fun and I 

enjoyed going with all my friends!”. 
 

 

The Boarders visited Coral Reef in Bracknell this week 

The Senior Boarders enjoyed a meal at a local pizza restaurant   

 



 
  Site Update 

Chris King, CEO of IAPS, visited Belmont this 

week. Chris King has been Chief Executive of 

IAPS since 2018 and takes a keen interest in 

everything that is going on in independent 

schools around the country.   

Whilst on site, Chris met with various members 

of staff and toured the school. He was keen to 

discuss development of the Aquileon Building 

with Mrs Skrine and our Bursar, Mrs Candlish. 

#Belmontisexpanding  

  

 

Seb and Oli in Year 10 have been 

conquering the imperfect tense with Mrs 

Gibbins this week and can be seen here 

displaying their work on ‘When I was 

Young’ or ‘Quand j’étais jeune’.  

 

 

Progress continues on the build works.  The entrance way to the Aquileon build site has been 

opened up over the last few weeks and tree clearance has completed, ground works on the 

foundations will start shortly.  The beautiful Victorian staircase (below) which forms part of the 

historic gardens of the Feldemore estate when it was a family home, have been uncovered and 

will be reinstated for use once the build works are complete linking the Aquileon building to The 

Grove. 

Block and beam floor for the new Head’s House has been laid and walls will start going up next 

week. 

 

Visit from the CEO of IAPS 

 



 
 The Mews AWARDS: 

Matilda K - star of the week 

Annabel H - great listening  

Jack H - brilliant effort in all subjects 

Arthur H - classroom helper 

Edward W - star award for being very helpful 

George S - brilliant effort in maths  

Phoebe H - being kind and helpful 

Auggy S - excellent effort in her reading 

Henry P - brilliant effort  

Oliver F - for his extended writing skills and 

effort in History 

Jack H - good listening 

Millie G - amazing work on her times tables 

Milla S - fantastic reading and great manners. 

Luna D - amazing effort in all subjects, focusing 

and trying hard 

Harriet W - good listening  

Jasper S - being kind and helpful  

Ethan F - amazing programming with the blue 

bots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils in The Mews have been working on their baking skills this week making bread and 

pancakes in the classroom. They had so much fun mixing the flour, salt and baking powder with 

the milk, kneading the bread dough, baking it and of course, eating it!  

In Reception class, pupils have been reading ‘Mr Wolf's Pancakes’ and enjoyed making and tossing 

their own pancakes!   

And of course, it is always fun to dress up for our French lesson with Mrs Evans! 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 



 

Year 2 Literacy 

 

Above:  Year 2 have been reading the tale Baba Yaga, a Russian folklore. During the story pupils 

stopped at points and used their imagination to decide what Baba Yaga’s house looked like. 

Their only clues were that it was built on three chicken legs and could talk! Some great detailed 

work from Year 2 with some scary pictures!  

 

 

NOTICE FOR YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 PARENTS: 

We have changed our spelling test days and we will now be testing spellings on a Monday and 

then giving your child new words to learn on this day too. Please can these be practised during 

both the week and over the weekend with your child. These can be learnt in a variety of ways 

and if you would like a few ideas please speak to your child’s teacher as they will be happy to 

suggest different activities.  



 

R.S. Department 

 

To consolidate and support their study 

of Hinduism, pupils in Year 3 and Year 

4 visited The Bhaktivedanta Hindu 

Temple in Watford. They dressed up in 

traditional Indian costume and took 

part in role-playing the stories of 

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. In the 

beautiful sunshine, pupils were pulled 

by oxen around the grounds of the 

Temple. As is traditional, children 

brought a small gift of fruit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As cows are sacred animals in Hinduism, 

the cow protection movement at the 

Temple is very important as it seeks to 

look after cows in special places called 

Goshallas, where they can be cared for. 

 



 
  The Sports Hall 

 

Year 3 have been creating partner routines 

in Gymnastics this week. 

 

 

 

This week, the Sports Hall has seen some 

wonderful gymnastics and dance from many of our 

pupils.   

 

 

 

 

Angus performing a head stand. 

 

 

Bobby vaulting on to his feet. 

 

 

William vaulting on to his knees. 

 

Left: 

The Year 3/4 girls have been making a 

kaleidoscope of colour in Dance with Mrs 

Ford this week! 

 

 

Jack vaulting over the apparatus. 



 
 

 

  

AWARDS 

 

Super Speller Awards:  

Hugo H, George S, Hugo G. 

Beau N, Caleb M, Harry H, Rafael G, Sam E. 

Spellers of the Week:  

Erin P, Harrison L. 

Readers of the Week: 

Elizabeth E, Joanie A, Harrison L, Felix B. 

Reading Award: 

Scarlett W, Maddie C, Sam L. 

Writers of the Week:  

Jonathon F, William M, Stella S, Hannah H. 

Writing Award: 

Jasper W. 

 

Maths Department Awards 

Times Table Olympics:  

Bethany H (Bronze). 

 

Mathematicians of the Week:  

Penelope S, Jasmine S,  

Oliver K, Bethany H. 

Language Department Awards 

   

Certificate of Achievement in Spanish: 

Sophie H 

Daniel R 

David V 

Abigail B 

Henrietta S 

Music Performers of the Week: 

Jack T (Drums) 

Verity C (Piano) 

Rylan J (Drums) 

Jamie W (Piano) 

Jack T (Drums) 

 

Music Department Awards 

 

  

WELL 

DONE! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOB Christmas Quiz  - Message from Friends of Belmont 

We are very much looking forward to seeing you at the Belmont Christmas Quiz on Saturday 27th 

November. Your Year Reps are busy organising tables so this is a great opportunity to get to know 

your fellow parents! If you do not have a table, or if you have any other queries, please let us 

know at Charlotte.vlietstra34@gmail.com 

Tickets are £20 and payment may be made by BACS to: 

Friends of Belmont School 
Account Number 60162884 
Sort Code 20-35-35 

Or through Eventbrite using the following link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/quiz-night-tickets-206631449227  

 

Sports Department: Players of the Match 

  

LAMDA CERTIFICATES : 

 

Science News  

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop at Holmbury village hall, Wednesday 24th November, from 

8.30am for a 9.30am start. This lovely event is back!  

Enjoy a festive morning with mulled wine, coffee and cake whilst making your own wreath under 

the guidance of a professional florist. To book a place (only 20 available) please email 

zpoulter@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Rudolph cards 

Thank you to those parents who purchased cards/mugs etc from the recent fundraiser, Rudolph 

Cards. Orders have been placed.  For every order placed, FOB receives a healthy commission. 

Orders will be received before the end of term. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Team Opposition Player 

U13 Kingswood House Zak dV 

U12 Kingswood House George P 

U11 Kingswood House Luke T 

U10 A Kingswood House Caleb M 

U10 B Kingswood House Hugo G 

U9 Hurricanes Kingswood House Luke W 

U9 Lightning Kingswood House Jonathon F 

U8 Storm Kingswood House James M 

 

Team Opposition Player 

U14 Cranleigh Darcey W 

U13 Box Hill Marnie B 

U12 Box Hill Jessica L 

U11  Manor House Lavinia G 

U10 Manor House Luella P 

 

Week 3 

Team Opposition Player 

U14 Box Hill Oliver P 

U13 Box Hill Harry S 

U12 Box Hill Oliver D 

U11 Ripley Court Etienne W 

U10 A Ripley Court Samuel L 

U10 B Ripley Court George S 

U9 Hurricanes Ripley Court Jonny L 

U9 Lightning Ripley Court Henry B 

U8 Storm Ripley Court Christopher S 

 

Team Opposition Player 

U14 Downsend & Duke of Kent Eden M 

U13 Downsend & Duke of Kent Eloise M 

U12 Downsend & Duke of Kent Emily C 

 

 

 

U14/U15 GIRLS’ HOCKEY FIXTURE V FARLINGTON ON TUESDAY 

PLEASE NOTE LATE START OF 4.30pm  

5.45pm return to school and pick up  

Please remember mouth guards and shin pads! 

Mrs Emmett 

Please Note! 

mailto:Charlotte.vlietstra34@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/quiz-night-tickets-206631449227
mailto:zpoulter@hotmail.co.uk


 
 

Key Dates for after Half Term: 

21st January: Year 8-10 Trip to Hamlet 

21st February: Year 9 Options Deadline 

28th February: Year 10 Exam Week 

1st March: Early Years and Prep Open Morning for Prospective Parents 

3rd March: World Book Day 

3rd March: Woodland Explorers  

4th March: Senior Open Morning for Prospective Parents 

7th March: Early Years, Year 1, Year 2 Parents’ Meeting via SchoolCloud 

8th March & 10th March: Year 3 & Year 4 Parents’ Evening and Learning Support Meetings 

14th March: Year 4 & Year 5 Visit to Woking Mosque 

14th March: Year 10 Parents’ Meeting via SchoolCloud 

15th March & 17th March: Year 5 full academic Parents’ Meetings via SchoolCloud 

18th March: Year 7-9 Revision Packs distributed today 

21st March: World Poetry Day 

21st March: Sports Team Photographs 

21st March: French/Spanish Oral Exams this week 

22nd March: LAMDA exams  

22nd March & 24th March: Year 6 full academic Parents’ Meetings via SchoolCloud 

23rd March: Boarders Trip to Air Hop 

25th March: Prep School Production at 6.30pm 

25th March: Year 7-10 Grades Reports Published to the Portal 

 

 

Woodland Explorers for Pre School children. Next 

dates Thursday 3rd February and Thursday 3rd 

March Book via admissions@belmont-school.org  

 

NOTICES: 

STARFISH!  
SAVE THE DATE: 

Film Afternoon on 

Friday 11th February 

as a fund raiser for 

the Riding for the 

Disabled. 

More Details to Follow 

  

mailto:admissions@belmont-school.org

