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Find us @belmontdorking on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram
Dear Parents and Pupils,

I am missing you all terribly and I hope that you are well and staying safe.
The pupils are all doing so well with their online learning and I am proud of the organisational skills
and application, the determination and the resilience that is being demonstrated by so many
children. May I thank all parents who are supporting the younger members of the family in what
is, quite simply, a challenging situation for everyone. If you feel that your child needs a break
away from the computer for a refreshing walk or a change of dynamic, then please send us a quick
email to let us know that your child will not be in the classroom on a particular day. It is so
important that the children’s wellbeing takes priority and, as parents, you are in the best position
to see how your child is faring.
I would also like to thank every teacher and every member of our support staff who are working
hard to teach, to supervise key workers’ children in their socially distanced pods, to cook, to
maintain the estate, to clean, and to ensure clear communications with our prospective and current
families. Every task seems to be slightly more complicated during lockdown, and I know how tiring
life is for all members of the Belmont community, whether at home or at school.
How delightful it is to see the sun shining today! It lifts the soul and I encourage you all to rejoice
further in the positive aspects of life by enjoying the lovely photographs and news items contained
in this edition of the Belmont Bulletin. Thank you to Mrs Owen for putting it all together for us.
I hope you all have a happy weekend, and please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any
help to you, at any time.
With my very best wishes,
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The photographs on the following pages show a variety
of the wonderful things you have all been busy doing
over the past couple of weeks since the Government
announced a third lockdown from 6th January 2021.
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ONLINE LEARNING
We have all got used to the
transition between learning in
school and learning from home and
are very familiar with these
multiple screen scenarios.
Whether learning from home or at
school as part of a keyworker pod,
pupils have still enjoyed being
together as a class, working on
tasks, problem-solving, foodtasting and following various tasks
set for them on the VLE. We
congratulate all of you who have
adjusted so well to this third
period of home-learning.
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Year 4 Georgina has been enjoying some
climbing!

Year 4: Amie & Lara communicating on walkie
talkies in their garden and with brother William
enjoying an online yoga session.

Outdoor breaks at school for keyworker pods
at school.

Whether pupils have been at school or at
home, exercise and learning outdoors has
been very much part of the timetable and
here are just a few photographs you have
shared with us over the past couple of
weeks.

Year 3: Chloe has been making bird
feeders.
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SchoolCloud Parents’ Meetings

Seniors: Year 9 GCSE Options
Invitation Evening

Thank you to all those parents who have
emailed in to praise the new SchoolCloud
Parents’ Evening system. We introduced this
service last year to ensure parents are still
able to meet with staff, albeit only in a
virtual way. It seems that, despite the odd
glitch, most parents have found the system
to be beneficial, time-saving and easy to
use.

On Thursday 11th February, all Year 9 pupils
and their parents will be invited to our very first
Year 9 GCSE Options Evening from 5.30pm.
Once again, due to Covid restrictions, this will
be held virtually via MLTV and SchoolCloud. Mr
Collins will be writing to all Year 9 parents next
Friday with information about this event but we
would ask all parents to make a note of this
important date.

In fact, we have been given permission to
share this photograph from Mr and Mrs Hunt
which shows Mr Hunt preparing to embark
on his meeting with staff this week.

Duke of Edinburgh Expedition

The caption to the photograph says it all!

Mrs Wigley will also be writing to Year 9
parents very soon to advise them of the dates
for the first Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Expedition. More details soon!

Mrs Wall would like to share a lovely website
for all our book worms in Years 5 upwards.
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
Some lovely ideas for new reading books at
home and an excellent website.
Preparing for the parent evening zoom. The
cat had it all under control...

Books of the month, recommendations, book
reviews and much more.

COMING SOON! LIMITLESS SKILLS SERIES FROM ISA
The Limitless Skills Series is being introduced by the Independent
Schools Association later this month and will include many sports
activities for children to do at home including skills challenges,
head-to-head activities and leader boards to show where pupils
rank throughout the country with each sporting challenge. Look
out for more details from Mr Cotton and the Sports Department
soon! For now, pupils can continue to enjoy the IAPS ‘Stay Active
with Ted’ activities shown later in this Bulletin.
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QUESTIONS : Ten Things About Me … During Lockdown!
#
Question 1. Best thing I have
booked/baked.
Question 2. Best Book I have
read/film/tv programme I have
watched.
Question 3. Have you done a Joe
Wicks workout or similar exercise
class? Do you like to run, walk,
cycle?
Question 4. Have you enjoyed
any craft activities?
Question 5. Have you listened to
any Podcasts?
Question 6. Have you enjoyed a
game with family or friends via
video call.
Question 7. Have you listened to
any music or discovered any new
artists? If so, which?

Mr Codrington answered as follows:

Q1. Coca cola marinated pork ribs.
Q2. I may have watched ‘The Crown’.
Q3. Running and a few HIIT workouts to compensate
for Christmas eating!
Q4. I have enjoyed setting up an Office in my flat!
Q5. Yes, I listen to lots of sports podcasts.
Q6. My extended family play Bingo on Zoom most
Fridays and regularly have over 40 participants!
Q7. I have been listening to Brothers Osborne on
repeat.
Q8. Time walking in my garden – The Belmont
woods!
Q9. Uno … I haven’t lost once!
Q10. Yes but that is when the sport is on … so I have
failed!

Mrs Skrine answered as follows:

Question 10. Have you tried
spending a day at the weekend
unplugged from technology?!!

Q1. My Christmas cake … it was a triumph!
Q2. I watched the entire ‘Lord of the Rings’ cycle …
again!
Q3. I have generally exercised on my computer
keyboard … apart from that, walking my three dogs
daily.
Q4. I have repainted a whole house with my husband
… at weekends!
Q5. No, but I am an avid user of the Duolingo App.
Q6. No games but we have spent many evenings
quizzing with family and friends.
Q7. I have created an enormous playlist with over 100
songs which has been great to listen to whilst painting
the house.
Q8. We have been visited daily by a family of deer.
Q9. Chess – new pieces.
Q10. I have tried but so far, failed completely!

Juno Starsky & Petra out on a
walk.

Two more staff answer next week … Miss Murphy
and Mrs Wigley!

Question 8: Have you spent time
in the garden?
Question 9: Which board games
have you played?
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Stay Active with Ted!
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Site News: Progress on the new DT Suite

Ready for decoration …

Out with the old fixtures and fittings …

Grand Designs!
Our new DT
Suite is
underway!!!

The walls are painted now …
FIGURE 1

Just waiting for the fixtures and fittings!
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Riddle of the Week: What can’t talk but will reply when spoken to?
Answer: An echo!
We have been asked to share Blue Peter on YouTube at CBBC.
The site contains details on world record breaking challenges,
arts and crafts, environmental videos, cooking and baking ideas,
inspirational films, gaming, celebrity appearances, dance routines
and music performances. It also feature ways of getting a
Blue Peter badge, behind the scenes footage etc.
You can subscribe for free to https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter .
And finally, we think this photograph sums up how well you are all doing with your online lessons.
Here is Ruby in Year 4 putting 4-digit numbers on a number line!

And HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following who have already or will soon celebrate birthdays
in January: George P, Levi, Bethany, Daisy, Emily C, George S, Julian, Scarlett, Charlie P,
Jacob, Verity, Anna, Luca, Florence, Darcey W & Elsa! … And also to Mrs Sykes, Miss
Smith, Mr Nowotny, Mr Browne and Miss Collins too!!!

