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Belmont Bulletin  
25th November 2022 

  

Dear Parents, 

I hope that you will enjoy reading the penultimate Bulletin for the Michaelmas Term, and we 

look forward to welcoming parents to our forthcoming Christmas services and to the Mews 

Nativity, the latter will take place in St Mary’s Church, Holmbury. 

Last week, Belmont was inspected by the Independent Schools Inspectorate for both 

compliance and for educational quality.  I am unable to share the findings of the Inspectorate 

with you until the official report has been published, suffice to say that I am quietly pleased 

with the findings and delighted that the Inspectorate enjoyed their time at Belmont.  The full 

published report will be available in approximately five weeks’ time, and it will be published 

on our website for your perusal. 

Many congratulations to our Minibus Drivers who won the FOB Christmas Fair, demonstrating 

their broad and eclectic knowledge and skills.  May I also thank FOB and my staff for running a 

tremendous Winter Fair; it was such a treat to entertain so many families and to gather the 

school family together. 

By now, you will have received notification from our Chair of Governors about my successor, 

Mr Marc Broughton who will take over as Head in the summer holidays.  I would like to 

welcome Mr Broughton to the Belmont family, and we all look forward to getting know him 

and his family over the coming months.  I have every confidence that Belmont will be in very 

capable hands as I hand over the reins to him. 

With kindest regards, 

 

Helen Skrine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

FOB CHRISTMAS RAFFLE – Buy your Tickets via FOB Christmas Raffle  

 

https://belmont.rallyup.com/christmas/Campaign/Details


  

 

FOB WINTER FAIR 2022 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see so many parents supporting 

the Friends of Belmont Winter Fair last 

Saturday. It was particularly nice to welcome 

back a few Belmont Alumni, both staff and 

pupils!  The form stalls are always fun. From 

Splat the Santa, Toy Tombola, Water Pong, Nail 

& Tattoo Art, Toss the Beanbag, Guess the 

Name of Teddy to Beat the Goalie, Shoot the 

Basket, Tin Can Alley, Blow Football and more! 

There was even the opportunity to have your 

photo taken with the Boarding dog, Jaffa!   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

A thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by nearly 

100 quizzers who attended the FOB Quiz night 

recently.   

A special mention goes to FOB Committee member 

Pippa Harris, who set some mind teasing questions 

and there was even a fun practical round involving 

wire hangers, newspaper and tape!. Congratulations 

to Mrs Poulter who just tipped Mr Wiltshire in the 

Heads & Tails round. 

The overall team winners on the night were the 

minibus drivers/staff team who enjoyed their 

moment of glory! 

Nearly £800 was raised at the Quiz and £2,000 at the 

Winter Fair. This amount will raise once the 

proceeds have been added from the FOB Christmas 

raffle. Don’t forget to purchase your tickets online! 

 

 

FOB QUIZ 

 

 



  

CHRISTMAS PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

Calling all Belmont Photographers! 

The theme of the Art Department Christmas Photography 

competition is the ‘12 days of Christmas’. Entries should 

represent one of the 12 days:  

Entries via email to rmurphy@belmont-school.org  

The deadline is 9th December and the prize is a £10 Amazon 

voucher for the winning photograph.  

Any pupil or teacher entering will also win Housepoints for 

their house! 

Opposite you will find a couple of examples: 

1 magical light 

4 winter berries 

What will your entry be?!!!  

  

Christmas Performances 
Prep School - Tuesday 6th December 6 - 7pm  

Senior School - Wednesday 7th December 6 - 7pm  

 
Please join us for drinks/mince pies from 5.30pm 

All Welcome! 

• Prep School pupils need to bring in a red or green t-shirt and black leggings from 

Monday, 28th November and it needs to be in by Friday, 2nd December. 

• Senior Pupils need to perform in school uniform. 

• Pupils need to stay after school for supper. 

• Prep School pupils need to be collected from the Grove after the performance, 

but Year 6 need to be collected from the front of Feldemore. 

• Senior pupils need to be collected from the front of Feldemore after the 

performance. 

 
 

 

THE MEWS 

The Mews Nativity Service 
Thursday 8th December at 9.30am 

Takes place this year in the beautiful setting of the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, 
Holmbury St. Mary. All welcome! 

 

 

mailto:rmurphy@belmont-school.org


  

  

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

BELOW: Children in Year 1 and Early Years are 

learning about Scotland in their Geography 

lessons. They enjoyed tasting vegetarian haggis, 

Scottish oat cakes, and Scotch broth. Yummy! 

 

We are inviting any parents from The Mews that 

would like to help with a Christmas art and 

craft afternoon to come into school on Friday 

2nd December. If you have a skill/activity you 

would like to share with the children (such as 

making table decorations, Christmas cards or 

even cooking) or if you would just like to be 

involved in some fun, please let Mrs Ward know 

by Monday 28th November! 

We will have lots of activities ready for those of 

you who can/wish to join us.  

Please contact Kate Ward via kward@belmont-

school.org  

ABOVE: Year 1 have been inspired by the 

work of Gustav Klimt to produce artworks 

about forests. In this photograph, pupils 

are using paint and wool relief on canvas 

to create the different trees. 

 

 

Above:  Children in The Mews took part in 

a runPudsey event last week in their PE 

lesson.  This was in aid of Children in 

Need. So far, the total raised from 

runPudsey is an outstanding £1217.50! 

THANK YOU so much to all those who 

contributed so generously. 

Every child received a certificate (left) 

and will also receive this year’s exclusive 

runPudsey 2022 medal! 

Well done children and thank you to 

everyone who supported them and gave so 

generously.  

THE MEWS 

THE MEWS NOTICES 

Please could we ask all pupils in The Mews to 
bring in a small, clean jam jar and any natural 
foliage, eg pines cones, holly or any greenery, 
ready for a Christmas activity. 
 
Please check your child’s bag daily for extra 
costume requests ready for the nativity. If 
these items could be sent in a named bag 
ready for next Fridays rehearsal, we would be 
most grateful. 
 

mailto:kward@belmont-school.org
mailto:kward@belmont-school.org


THE GROVE 

 

 

Year 5 recreating the Feudal system in their 

History lesson. 

ABOVE: Year 4 pupils have been creating Dragons from natural materials as they read ‘How to 

Train Your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell. 

Year 5 have been learning about the Feudal System in their History lessons. 

The Feudal System was a way of sorting the people in order of importance during the Middle 
Ages. The king was at the top, with all of the control and the peasants at the bottom, doing all 
of the work.  

The feudal system provided order and stability. It helped the Normans to gain control of the 
country that they had conquered. Everyone knew their place and what they had to do. 
However, it was not especially fair on the ordinary people! Most of these people lived in the 
countryside and were called peasants. Peasants worked the land to produce food, fuel, wool 
and other resources. Life was not easy for the peasants. They worked tirelessly all year long and 
were forced to pay high taxes to the lord of the manor. 

 

 

 



  

POPUP BOOK FAIR – EARLY YEARS TO YEAR 7 

The Christmas Book Fair will 

take place in the new Junior 

Library on Thursday, 1st 

December.  

Children from Early Years and 

Years 3 to 7 will be invited to 

bring £5 to £10 to spend on a 

discounted book. The books will 

be introduced by Bookwagon in a 

series of reading sessions for 

different year groups throughout 

the day. 

All booked have been read and 

come highly recommended by 

the team at Bookwagon.  

Bookwagon Website 

 

FUTURE TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

LENT TERM 2024 

Term Starts Monday 8th January 2024 

Half Term:  Monday 12th to Friday 16th February 2024 

Term Ends:  Friday 22nd March 2024 

TRINITY TERM 2024 

Term Starts: Tuesday 16th April 2024 

Half Term: Monday 27-Friday 31st May 2024 

Term Ends: Thursday 11th July 2024 

 

 

Michaelmas Term 2023 

Term Starts: Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Half Term: Monday 16-Friday 27th October 2023 

Term Ends: Friday 15th December 2023 

https://bookwagon.co.uk/


  

GCSE FINE ART 

On Tuesday 6th December, all Geography 

students in Year 10 and Year 11 will undertake 

an afternoon of fieldwork in Guildford town 

centre as part of the requirements for paper 3 

of the GCSE course. 

They will be working in groups looking at land 

use, traffic, performing a people count and 

carrying out a people survey. 

 

 

 

BELOW: The Senior pupils studying GCSE 

Fine Art visited the Aquileon building last 

week.  They are exploring the topic of 

‘Surroundings’ focusing on architecture. 

They were able to take photographs of the 

building which they will use to inspire their 

print making project.   

 

Map of Guildford & Guildford’s famous cobbled 

street. 

 

GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

ABOVE LEFT: Year 9 Fine Art students have taken their first art exam. This was a timed piece 

based on the theme, 'The Coral Reef.' Pupils prepared for this in advance, exploring the work of 

artists Yellena James and Courtney Mattison, and through preparatory work looking at media 

techniques and composition. 

 

 



 

 

  

BOARDING NEWS 

 

AN ENGAGEMENT! 

We all send our congratulations to Mr Codrington 

and Miss Smith who got engaged on Saturday 12th 

November! 

 

 

On Thursday this week, 3 of our Senior 

Boarders, Lily, Oriana and Darcey 

organised the first ever Winter 

Boarder’s Ball.   

There was huge excitement throughout 

the day as the time for the Ball 

approached.  

Boarders enjoyed a variety of games 

(many with an element of competition) 

with Miss Smith being a tad too 

competitive during musical chairs?!   

There was music & dancing, drinks & 

snacks and the chance for some to 

dress up! 

Ruby and Levi were voted King & 

Queen of the Ball by all who attended. 

There is already a plan in place to hold 

a Summer Boarders’ Ball in 2023! 

 

 



  
STAFF NEWS 

Mrs Spanjaard tells us about her Gymnastics History! 

 

I started gymnastics at the age of 4 in South Africa.  I loved going to the classes and learning 

different acrobatic moves and routines and had a great passion for the sport, especially the 

balance beam. I trained three times a week for a few hours a day for the first few years. 

 

At the age of 6, I started to represent my province (Gauteng) and I competed in several 

competitions. My training increased to 6 days a week for 6 hours a day. I had to leave school early 

to go to practice, but it was all worth it as I received my Gauteng colours. 

When I turned 8 years old, I was selected to be part of the South African Olympic team who would 

represent the country at the 2004 Olympics in Athens. I had to undergo fitness tests, training 

squad sessions and participated in many competitions around the country. 

Sadly, our South African team was unable to participate in the Olympics for unforeseen reasons. I 

did, however, continue to represent South Africa and received my Federation colours competing 

against Zimbabwe when I was 16 years old. 

 

I was grateful and honoured to represent my Province and Country during my gymnastics career.  

Following gymnastics, I concentrated on high-board diving and represented my province for a few 

years until I completed my schooling and went to University. 

Mrs Spanjaard 

 

 

 

Three members of the Belmont support team will be 

retiring at Christmas and we would like to thank them 

for their outstanding service to Belmont School.   

 

Two of the team are Pauline Glover (Staff Secretary) 

and Trevor Ervine (Groundsman). Between them, 

Pauline and Trevor have completed 50 years of service! 

 

Julia Maynard, our Assistant Company Secretary has 

been at Belmont for a shorter period of time but 

nonetheless, her contribution to Belmont has been 

significant, particularly with ‘all things policy-related’!  

 

We all wish Pauline, Trevor and Julia every happiness 

and there will be a chance for pupils to say farewell to 

them in the final week of term. 

 
 

Staff Farewells 

  

 



 

SPORT – PLAYERS OF THE MATCH 

Team  Opposition Player 

U15 B Kingswood House Matthew  

U13 Dorset House Jackson  

U11 A Dorset House George  

U10/11 A Dorset House Jasper  

U10/11 B Dorset House Luke  

 

Team  Opposition Player 

U15 A St Edmunds Benjamin  

U15 B St Edmunds Sebastian  

U13 A Cottesmore Angus  

U13 B Cottesmore Harry  

U11 A Cottesmore Caleb  

U11 B Cottesmore Noah  

U10 A Cottesmore Jonny  

U9 Hurricanes Cottesmore Ryan  

U9 Lightning Cottesmore Hamish  

U9 Storm Cottesmore Elias  

 

 

 

 

WEEK COMMENCING 14TH NOVEMBER 

WEEK COMMENCING 21ST NOVEMBER 

Team  Opposition Player 

U15 Farlington Oriana  

U13 Kingswood House Connie  

U11 Diamonds Chinthurst Florence  

U11 Rubies Chinthurst Iris  

U11 Sapphire Chinthurst Amie  

U9 Duke of Kent Bella  

U8 Cranleigh Netball Festival Emily  

 

Team  Opposition Player 

U15 Farlington Darcey  

U13 A Barrow Hills Connie  

U13 B Barrow Hills Myrtille  

U11 Diamonds Barrow Hills Ruby  

U11 Rubies Barrow Hills Scarlett  

U11 Sapphire Barrow Hills Michelle  

U9 Barrow Hills Elsa 

U9 Barrow Hills Liberty 

U9 Barrow Hills Annabel  

 

 

                               



  

 

ASSEMBLY 

AWARDS 

Headmistress’s Commendations: 

Scarlett, Alaska & Edward  

 

Mathematicians of the Week: 

Caspar, Malaya, Katie, Ben  

Times Table Olympics Bronze Award: 

Christopher, Stella, Thomas, Pia, Elsa, Bessie, Felix, 

Ryan, Bethany, Harry, Verity, Liberty, Elizabeth, Jack, 

Bella, James, Jasmine  

Times Table Olympics Silver Award: 

Elsa, Christopher, Thomas, Bethany, Ryan 

Times Table Olympics Gold Award: 

Joshua  

Readers of the Week: 

Christopher, Elizabeth, Michelle, Bethany 

Writers of the Week: 

Bessie, Jasmine, Stella  

Pia  

Reading Aloud: 

Jasper  

Speller of the Week 

Felix  

Music Performers of the Week: 

Oliver (Piano), Sam (Piano), Jonny (Piano), Emily 

(Piano), Ryan (Drums), Hugo (Drums), Freddie (Drums), 

Oliver (Drums), Julian (Drums) 

Thinker of the Week: 

Ryan 

Good Manners Award: 

Harry  

Dance Shack Dance Competition: 

Chloe  

Auggy - Brilliant effort in her 

writing 

Zara - Phonics superstar 

Ethan - Wonderful team work 

Florence - Maths award & working 

with the clock and time 

Jasper - Working on Henry VIII 

Alex - Great listening skills 

Millie (below) has achieved the 

British Gymnastics proficiency 

award for levels 1-8 

 

Luna - Phonics superstar 

Florence - Phonics superstar  

Millie - Proud Cloud for making a 

picnic and letter for her friend 

Henry - Excellent work in maths 

Jasper - Great manners always! 

 

The Mews Awards 



 

ROAD CLOSURE  

From Tuesday 29th November 2022 to Thursday 9th February 2023 (excluding Sunday 18th December 

to Tuesday 3rd January), Thames Water will be closing Pasturewood Road from the junction with 

Leith Hill Road and Hollow Lane. During this time, there will be no access to School from this side 

of Pasturewood Road 

All traffic to School will be need to follow the diversion via the bottom end of Pasturewood Road 

from Holmbury Village. 

 

From the Thames Water Website: 

Thames Water 

 

 

Lost property for the end of term: 

Brown sunglasses (Rayban) 

Watch 

Elephant Purse 

Rings 

Earrings (1 x stud, 1 x gold earring and a pair of silver 

hoops) 

Heart pendant 

Dance badge 

Angel pin badge 

Keys with Paris keyring 

CONTACT schooloffice@belmont-school.org  

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks-and-maintenance/roadworks#planned
mailto:schooloffice@belmont-school.org


 

LOCAL NOTICE: Girls’ NON-CONTACT RUGBY AT CRANLEIGH RFC - Years 3-6 

 

We have been asked to share details of this new group which takes place on Sundays at 10am for 

girls aged 7-11. No experience necessary and the first two sessions are completely free.  

 


