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GCSE Options 

Belmont School 
 

Introduction 

This booklet has been prepared to provide information for our students and their parents about 
the curriculum offered at Belmont in Years 10 and 11.  It should help you make informed        
decisions regarding subject choices. 

 

Good and sensible choices will allow you to concentrate on your particular strengths by following 
those subjects which may be most appropriate in preparing you to take your own, successful 
place in society and, indeed, in the world of work.  Constructive choices will also help you to  
develop as an individual. 

 

The decisions you make will be of great importance so you should think carefully when making 
them. The aim should be for a balanced selection of “GCSE Options” so that career options can 
be kept open as long as possible. Your choice of subjects should allow enough flexibility for a 
number of career alternatives. If you have clear intentions concerning further and higher        
education or a particular career, then entrance requirements and qualifications need to be   
considered carefully. 

 

The right choice of subjects for Years 10 and 11 depends on you being receptive to the advice 
and guidance offered at Belmont. You will have the opportunity to hear from Subject Teachers 
and Heads of Department about the courses on offer during your normal classes and at the      
annual Options Evening. The Options Evening is an opportunity to ask all your questions that   
remain unanswered about a particular GCSE curriculum. 

 

In making your choices, you may also consult with your Form Tutor for their guidance and advice 
along with Mr Collins, Mrs Eastment, Mr Cotton and Mrs Skrine.  We are all here to help you, and 
to ensure that you choose an individual programme of study which works for you academically, 
pastorally and for the future. 

 

Option Blocks 

We have constructed “Option Blocks” and students will be required to select one option from 
each block. 

 

In the weeks immediately after the Options Evening, students will select their options in the 
light of: 

 November Academic Parents’ Evening; 

 November examination results; 

 January report; 

 Discussion with staff at the Options Evening. 

 

We emphasise to all Year 9 students and their parents that once a student has embarked on a 
GCSE subject at the beginning of Year 10, they are expected to complete it. It is therefore     
important for each student to be following courses which are within their capabilities.  We do 
want to avoid students being encouraged by their parents to take subjects that soon become too 
difficult for them, and from which they wish to withdraw. Please consider this point seriously 
when making your choices, taking account of the advice given by our experienced teaching staff. 
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Programme of Study 

 

In Years 10 and 11, students follow a two-year programme of study leading to GCSE or IGCSE        
examinations. The programme has three elements: CORE subjects, a compulsory LANGUAGE     
option (with Study Skills) and OPTIONAL subjects.  

 

All students follow a course in all the core subjects leading to five GCSEs.   

 

There will be a compulsory Language Option Block offering a choice between French, Spanish or 
(for students for whom we judge to learn a language is beyond their fair capabilities) Study Skills.  
At the beginning of Year 9, students choose either French or Spanish with the expectation that 
they will continue to study their selected language choice through to IGCSE. 

 

These are complemented by three optional subjects all leading to GCSE or IGCSE. Having a choice 
of three options offers the opportunity to design an individual learning programme to suit the 
strengths of all students. There are some important principles which are to ensure there is 
breadth and balance in the range of subjects you choose.  

 

CORE SUBJECTS (leading to five GCSEs) 

 English Language 

 English Literature 

 Mathematics   

 Double Science  (= two GCSEs) 

 

LANGUAGE OPTION 

 French 

 Spanish 

 Study Skills (where appropriate) 

 

THE OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 

 Art & Design (Fine Art) 

 Design and Technology (DT) 

 Drama 

 Geography  

 History 

 ICT 

 Music 

 PE 

 Religious Studies 

 Spanish – a second language option only for those studying French in the Language Option, 
and for competent linguists who have the language capability to achieve a Spanish IGCSE in 
two years. Students may only select this option with the prior agreement of the Head of    
Spanish 

 Art & Design (Photography) 
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COMPULSORY YEAR 10 and 11 NON-GCSE SUBJECTS 

 Games 

 RS  

 PSHE (including Relationships and Sex Education (RSE), and Careers) 

 Computing (covered by use of ICT across the curriculum)  

 

Principles of Choice 

 

To ensure you have a balanced curriculum and the chance to develop a range of skills within your  
programme of study, whilst at the same time recognising your individual strengths, Belmont has  
established the following guidelines: 
 

 All students must study either French or Spanish unless a Study Skills alternative has been    
discussed with Mr Collins.  Those who enjoy foreign languages may want to take both where 
the options allow. 

 Students should consider studying a Humanities subject such as History, Geography or       
Religious Studies. 

 Students should consider studying a Creative based subject such as Art, Drama, DT, ICT,      
Photography or Music. 

 Other choices should be made to reflect a range of skills and enjoyment. 

 

Making your Choice 

 

Use a logical, thoughtful and honest approach to making your choices: 

 

 Gather all the information you need from your Subject Teachers; 

 Think carefully about subjects in which you perform strongly; 

 Be honest about subjects you find difficult; 

 Do you already have any idea of a particular career you may be interested in, and which 
might benefit from you choosing a particular GCSE? 

 Try to choose a Programme which you want to follow so that you have the best chance of 
enjoying the academic journey you are about to travel. 
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English Language 
Exam board: Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

Course Overview 

 

1. English is compulsory for all students at 
GCSE and its study develops the essential 
skills of reading, writing and                
communication. The English Language 
course will involve reading and              
understanding a range of texts, as well as 
developing a confident control of Standard 
English. 

2. Students will also have the opportunity to  
develop higher-order reading and critical 
thinking skills that encourage genuine    
enquiry into different topics and themes. 

3. Students will use an anthology that      
comprises a wide range of non-fiction and 
fiction essays, extracts and poems to help 
develop their own writing skills, practising 
both creative and transactional writing. 

Aims and Objectives 

The course aims to enable students to: 

  

 1. Read a wide range of texts fluently and 
with good understanding. 

 

2. 

  

Read critically and use knowledge gained 
from wide reading to inform and        
improve their own writing. 

3. 

  

Write effectively and coherently using 
Standard English appropriately. 

4. 

  

Use grammar correctly, punctuate and 
spell accurately. 

 5. Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary 
alongside knowledge and understanding of 
grammatical terminology, and linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and     
spoken language. 

Assessment Details 

English Component 1 
Non-fiction texts and transactional writing 

Written 
Exam 
  

2 hours 15 minutes 
90 marks 
Externally assessed 
Weighting:  60% 

Overview  Study a range of 20th- and 
21st-century non-fiction texts 
(including literary non-
fiction). 

 Develop skills to analyse,   
evaluate and compare non-
fiction extracts. 

 Develop transactional writing 
skills for a variety of forms, 
purposes and audiences. 

 Use spelling, punctuation and 
grammar accurately. 

Assessment 
Overview 

 Section A: (1 hour 30 
minutes) Reading questions 
on two extracts, one from the 
anthology and one unseen. 

 Section B: (45 minutes)     
Writing: a choice of two   
transactional writing tasks 

English Component 2 
Fiction and Imaginative Writing 

Coursework 
  

60 marks 
Weighting:  40% 
Internally assessed but externally 
moderated 

Overview Study selections from a range of 
prose fiction. 

 Study a range of fictional 
prose and poetry texts from 
the anthology. 

 Develop imaginative writing 
skills to engage the reader. 

 Use spelling, punctuation 
and grammar accurately. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Two pieces of coursework 

 Assignment A: Poetry and 
Prose: An essay responding 
to two texts from the     
anthology (30 marks). 

 Assignment B: Imaginative 
writing (30 marks). 
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English Literature 
Exam board: Pearson Edexcel IGCSE  

Course Overview 

Students will study a wide range of texts: 

 

1. Modern prose (such as To Kill a Mockingbird 
or Of Mice and Men). 

 

2. Poetry taken from an anthology that ranges 
from Rudyard Kipling to Imtiaz Dharker. 

3. Modern drama (such as An Inspector Calls or 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night
-time). 

4. A literary heritage text (such as Romeo and 
Juliet, Pride and Prejudice or Macbeth). 

Aims and Objectives 

The course aims to enable students to: 

  

 1. Engage with and develop the ability to read, 
understand and respond to a wide range of 
literary texts from around the world. 

2. 

  

Develop an appreciation of the ways in 
which writers achieve their literary     
effects. 

 3. Explore, through literature, the cultures of 
their own, and other, societies. 

 4. Write accurately, effectively and            
analytically about their reading, using 
Standard English. 

 5. Acquire and use a wide vocabulary,        
including grammatical and technical       
terminology. 

 6. Find enjoyment in reading literature and 
understand its influence on individuals and 
societies. 

English Paper 2 – COMPONENT 1 
Poetry and Prose 

Written 
Exam 
  

2 hours 
90 marks 
Externally assessed 
Weighting:  60% 

Overview  Study a modern prose text 
from a prescribed          
selection. 

 Poetry from the anthology. 

 Develop skills to analyse 
unseen poems. 

 Develop skills to analyse 
how language, form,    
structure and context can 
be used to add meaning 
and effect. 

 Develop critical skills to  
develop an informed       
personal response and to 
compare writers’          
techniques. 

Assessment 
Overview 

 Section A: Analysis of an 
unseen poem (20 marks) 

 Section B: Anthology     
poetry: compare two     
poems from the anthology 
(30 marks) 

 Section C: Modern prose: 
an essay on the studied 
text  (40 marks) 

Assessment Details 

English Paper 2 – COMPONENT 2 
Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts 

Coursework 
  

60 marks (30 for each             
assignment) 
Weighting:  40% 
Internally assessed but externally 
moderated 

Overview  One modern drama text 
from a prescribed         
selection. 

 One literary heritage text 
from a prescribed          
selection. 

 Develop skills to analyse 
how language, form,    
structure and context can 
be used to add meaning 
and effect. 

 Develop skills to maintain a 
critical style and an        
informed personal         
response. 

Assessment 
Overview 

 Assignment A: Modern    
drama: one essay response 
to the studied text           
(30 marks). 

 Section B: Literary heritage 
text: one essay response to 
the studied text             
(30 marks). 
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Combined Science: Trilogy 

(Double Award) 
Exam board: AQA GCSE 

Why study Double Science? 
 

1. Double Science is a comprehensive and far    
reaching course across all three Sciences. The 
award results in two-GCSE Science qualifications 
covering the three disciplines of Biology,    
Chemistry and Physics. 

2. Students will study Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and a total of 21 required practicals to give a      
thorough understanding of the disciplines. It is 
assessed by six exams: two in each of the three 
subjects. 

3. The science options at GCSE offer a good degree 
of flexibility for the courses studied.  Students 
can take Foundation Tier (students will be 
awarded two GCSEs, with possible grades ranging 
from Level 1 to 5) and Higher Tier (students will 
be awarded two GCSEs, with possible grades 
ranging from Level 4 to 9). 

Course Overview 

Biology Cell Biology 

Organisation 

Infection and Response 

Bioenergetics 

Homeostasis & Response 

Inheritance, Variation & Evolution 

Ecology 

Chemistry Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table 

Bonding, Structure and the Properties of    

Matter 

Quantitative Chemistry 

Chemical Changes 

Energy Changes 

The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change 

Organic Chemistry 

Chemical Analysis 

Chemistry of the Atmosphere 

Using Resources 

Physics Energy 

Electricity 

Particle Model of Matter 

Atomic Structure 

Forces 

Waves 

Magnetism and Electromagnetism 

Biology Paper 1 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Biology topics 1 – 4 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Biology Paper 2 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Biology topics 5 – 7 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Chemistry Paper 1 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Chemistry topics 8 - 12 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Chemistry Paper 2 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Chemistry topics 13 - 17 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Physics Paper 1 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Physics topics 18 - 21 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Physics Paper 2 

Written Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

70 marks 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

Weighting:  16.7% 
Physics topics 22 - 24 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer,  
and open response 

Assessment Details 
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Assessment Details 

Mathematics 
Exam board: Pearson Edexcel GCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study the following content   
headings: 

 

1. Number 

Algebra 

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

Geometry and measures 

Probability 

Statistics 

2.  Two tiers are available: Foundation and 
Higher and students are permitted to 
take assessments in either tier but not 
both. 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students: 

1. 

  

To develop fluent knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods 
and concepts. 

2. 

  

To acquire, select and apply           
mathematical techniques to solve   
problems. 

3. 

  

To reason mathematically, make         
deductions and inferences and draw    
conclusions 

4. 

  

To comprehend, interpret and            
communicate mathematical information 
in a variety of forms - appropriate to the 
information and context. 

Written  
Exams 

  

Three written papers, each lasting    
1 ½ hours 

Weighting The three papers carry equal weight 
(33.3%) towards the final GCSE 
award. 

  

Non       
Calculator 

One of the papers is a non-calculator 
paper. 

  

Calculator Two of the papers are calculator     
papers. 

  

Marks Students sit three Maths papers which 
all carry 80 marks for a total of 240 
marks.  

The Foundation level paper has a   
maximum upper grade of 5, while the 
Higher paper ranges from grade 3 to 
9. For comparison purposes 166 
marks (69%) at Foundation level 
would equate to a top grade (5). 
Whereas 73 marks (30%) in the Higher 
paper would also merit a grade 5.   

In each  
paper there 
will be… 

The course content for both the    
Foundation and Higher Tiers will be 
equally assessed across each of the 
three papers. 

  

The      
questions 

Each of the three papers will have a 
range of question types:  some      
questions will be set in a             
mathematical context but other 
questions will be in a non-
mathematical context. 

  

Final GCSE 
Grade 

The GCSE qualification grade will be 
drawn from a nine-grade scale using 
the total mark achieved across all 
three papers and where 9 is the  
highest grade. 

Foundation 
Tier 

Grades between 1 - 5 equate to the 
Foundation Tier. 

  

Higher Tier Grades between 3 – 9 equate to the 
Higher Tier. 
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Assessment Details 

Drama (Theatre Studies) 
Exam board: Eduqas GCSE 

Course Overview 

 

1. Students will learn to devise a          
performance, based on a practitioner or 
style, using given stimuli. 

 

2. Students will learn to adapt acting and/
or technical skills to reflect two           
contrasting scenes from a given play. 

 

3. Students will learn to reflect on a script 
and live performance and apply this 
knowledge and key vocabulary in     
written form. 
 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students to: 

  

1. Apply knowledge and understanding 
when making, performing and         
responding to drama while developing 
a range of theatrical skills and apply 
them to create performances. 

2. Explore performance texts,             
understanding their social, cultural and 
historical context including the       
theatrical conventions of the period in 
which they were created. 

3. Develop as creative, effective,        
independent and reflective students 
able to make informed choices in    
process and performance. 

4. Develop an awareness and               
understanding of the roles and        
processes undertaken in contemporary 
professional theatre. 

Component 1:  Devising Theatre 

Non-Exam   
Assessment 
  

Portfolio of evidence and 
1 hour 30 minutes (evaluation) 
60 marks 
Externally moderated 
Weighting:  40% 

Candidates are required to devise a piece of    
original theatre in response to a stimulus, using 
either the techniques of an influential theatre 
practitioner or the characteristics of a genre of 
drama. 

This component involves devising and realising 
work for performance and evaluating the final 
piece of theatre. 

Candidates evaluate the final performance or    
design under supervised conditions. 

Candidates may have access to two sides of A4 in 
bullet point notes when writing the evaluation. 
The notes must be handed in with the evaluation. 

Component 2:  Performing from a text 

Non-Exam   
Assessment 
  

Externally assessed              
performance  
Weighting:  20% 

Candidates are required to participate in a      
performance from a text. 

Candidates will gain a deeper understanding of 
how to interpret a text for performance and    
realise artistic intentions. 

Component 3:  Interpreting Theatre 

Written      
examination 
paper 
  

1 hour 30 minutes 
60 marks 
Weighting:  40% 

This component requires learners to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of how drama 
and theatre is developed and performed through 
the study of a performance text and through    
responding to live theatre. 
 

Section A 
Learners will study one complete performance 
text from a list. It is expected that learners will 
approach the study of the text practically as an 
actor, designer and director. A clean copy (no  
annotation) of the chosen set text must be taken 
into the examination. 
  

Section B 
Learners are required to analyse and evaluate one 
piece of live theatre viewed during the course. It 
is recommended that learners see more than one 
live performance when preparing for this         
assessment to allow sufficient scope for answering 
on a variety of aspects during the examination. 
The live theatre production chosen for viewing 
must not be the text studied in Section A of this 
component. 
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Assessment Details 

Geography 
Exam board: AQA GCSE 

Course Overview 

 

1. Geography enables you to explore and 
appreciate the human and physical 
world from the classroom.  Exploring 
case studies: 

 in the UK 

 Higher income countries 

 Newly Emerging Economies 

 Lower Income Countries. 

2. In this course you will also study: 

 Climate change 

 Poverty 

 Deprivation 

 The Global Shifts in Economic   
Power 

 The Challenge to use Sustainable 
Resources 

3. Students are encouraged to understand 
their role in society by considering       
different viewpoints, values and          
attitudes. 

4. Students will cover a breadth of human 
and physical geography.  They will also 
undertake fieldwork studies to give them 
a more hands-on and practical             
understanding of geography. 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification are 
to enable students to: 

  

1. Develop and extend knowledge of       
locations, places and environments and 
processes at a range of scales. 

2. Gain an understanding of the           
interactions between people and      
environments and the inter-
relationships between geographical 
phenomena at a range of scales —
encouraging them to think like a      
geographer. 

3. Develop a range of skills including field-
work, map skills and developing          
investigative approaches to questions. 

4. Apply geographical knowledge, under-
standing and skills creatively to real world 
contexts and developing well-evidenced 
arguments. 

Geography Paper 1 

  

Living with the Physical Environment 

  

Written 
Exam 

  

1 hour 30 minutes 

88 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  35% 

Overview  Natural Hazards; 

 The Living World; 

 Physical Landscapes in the UK. 

Geography Paper 2 

  

Challenges in the Human Environment 

  

Written 
Exam 

  

1 hour 30 minutes 

88 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  35% 

Overview  Urban Issues and Challenges; 

 The Changing Economic World; 

 The Challenge of Resource           
Management. 

Geography Paper 3 

Geographical Applications 

  

Written 
Exam 

  

1 hour 15 minutes 

76 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  30% 

Overview  Issue Evaluation through a    
pre-released paper; 

 Fieldwork; 

 Geographical Skills. 
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Assessment Details 

Religious Studies 
Exam board: AQA 

Course Overview 

Students will study two components from: 

 

1. Christianity 

2. Catholic Christianity 

3. Hinduism 

4. Islam 

5. Judaism 

6. Sikhism 

The Aims and Objectives of this             
qualification are to enable students to: 

  

1. Develop their knowledge and           
understanding of religions and non-
religious beliefs, such as atheism and 
humanism. 

2. Develop their knowledge and           
understanding of religious beliefs, 
teachings and sources of wisdom and 
authority, including through their   
reading of key religious texts, other 
texts and scriptures of the religions 
they are studying. 

3. Develop their ability to construct well-
argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments,    
demonstrating their depth and breadth 
of understanding of the subject. 

4. Reflect on and develop their own     
values, belief, meaning, purpose, truth 
and their influence on human life. 

5. Reflect on and develop their own     
values, beliefs and attitudes in the light 
of what they have learnt and contribute 
to their preparation for adult life in a 
pluralistic society and global           
community. 

Paper 1: 

 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  50% 

Content    
overview 

  

Candidates answer questions from 
two sections. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Each section has two compulsory 
structured questions. The second 
is based on stimulus material. 

Paper 2: 

  

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

Written examination paper 

80 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  50% 

Content    
overview 

  

Candidates answer questions from 
two sections. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Each section has three questions. 
Candidates answer two questions 
from the sections they have   
chosen. 

Assessment Objectives: 

A01 
Knowledge 

 Use knowledge to describe 
the religious practices,  
experiences and beliefs of 
others; 

 Select and deploy relevant 
knowledge of the religions 
studied. 

AO2 

Understanding 
and            
Interpretation 

 Demonstrate awareness and 
understanding of religious 
responses to contemporary 
issues, both personal and 
social. 

AO3         
Evaluation 

 Evaluate different views on 
issues arising from religious 
belief and practice by using 
evidence and argument. 
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Assessment Details 

Music 
Exam board: Eduqas WJEC GCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study a wide range of texts: 

 

1. Performance 

2. Composition 

3. Appraising 

The Aims and Objectives of Music are to enable 
students to: 

1. 

1 

Engage actively in the process of music 
study. 

2. Develop performing skills individually and 
in groups, to communicate musically with 
fluency and control of the resources 
used.  

3. Develop composing skills to organise      
musical ideas and make use of appropriate 
resources.  

4. Recognise links between the integrated 
activities of performing, composing and 
appraising and how this informs the       
development of music. 

5. Broaden musical experience and interests, 
develop imagination and foster creativity.  

6. Develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills needed to communicate effectively as 
musicians.  

7. Develop awareness of a variety of          
instruments, styles and approaches to   
performing and composing.  

8. Develop awareness of music technologies 
and their use in the creation and      
presentation of music.  

9. Recognise contrasting genres, styles and 
traditions of music, and develop some 
awareness of musical chronology. 

10. Develop as effective and independent 
learners with enquiring minds.  

11. Reflect on and evaluate their own and   
others’ music.  

Music 1 -  Performance 

Practical Exam 

72 marks   Weighting:  30% 

Internally assessed and externally moderated 

Perform a solo and ensemble and to work as part of  
a group 
 
Content and assessment overview 
• Solo performance 
• Ensemble performance 
• Approaches to performance 

Music 2 -  Composition 

Practical and Written Exam 

72 marks   Weighting:  30% 

Internally assessed and externally moderated 

Compose by developing musical ideas and techniques
   

Content and assessment overview  
• Developing musical ideas  
• Compositional techniques   
• Ensuring technical control 
• Methods of notating composition scores 

Music 3 - Appraising 

Written Exam 

96 marks   Weighting:  40% 

Internally assessed and externally moderated 

Appraise different styles of music 

Content and assessment overview 
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 

 Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras provide 
the context for study of binary, ternary,    
minuet and trio rondo, variation and strophic 
forms. 

Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble 

 Music for ensemble with the study of texture 
and sonority and diverse musical styles     
composed for ensemble, such as jazz and 
blues, musical theatre and chamber music. 

Area of study 3: Film Music  

 Considerable commercial and cultural interest 
in both the UK and abroad, which explores 
many areas of specialism for musicians within 
this industry such as composer, orchestrator, 
arranger, performer, music editor, producer 
and more. 

Area of study 4: Popular Music 

 Popular music is a wide-ranging and diverse 
art form encompassing several distinct genres.  
The popular music industry offers a wide 
range of opportunities for both composers and 
performers, including singer, song-writer,  
music producer, arranger and more. 
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Assessment Details 

French  
Exam board: Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

Course Overview 

 

1. Home and Abroad 

Life in the town and rural life 
Holidays, tourist information and directions 
Services (e.g. bank, post office)* Customs 
Everyday life, traditions and communities 

2. Education and employment 

School life and routine 
School rules and pressures 
School trips, events and exchanges 
Work, careers and volunteering 
Future plans 

3. Personal Life and relationships 

House and home 
Daily routines and helping at home 
Role models* 
Relationships with family and friends 
Childhood* 

4. The world around us 

Environmental issues 
Weather and climate* 
Travel and Transport 
The media  
Information and communication technology 

5. Social activities, fitness and health 
 
Special occasions 
Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise 
Shopping and money matters 
Accidents, injuries, common ailments and    
health issues* 
Food and drink 
 

* Topics not assessed in Paper 3: Speaking 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification are: 

  

1. 

  

To develop an ability to use French        
effectively. 

2. 

  

By the end of the two-year course,      
students should be able to speak with 
spontaneity and intonation. 

 3. Students should learn to understand a range 
of texts and they should provide detailed 
information and express their opinions on 
contemporary topics with justifications. 

 4. The course links the four disciplines of   
Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. 

 5. The syllabus also offers insight into the  
culture of countries where French is the    
spoken language. 

 6. Students are encouraged to form positive 
attitudes and are prepared for a global  
society. 

French Listening 

Written  
Exam 

  

30 minutes, plus five minutes’    
reading time 

Weighting:  25% 

40 marks 

Externally Assessed 
Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Seven tasks in a mixture of       
formats 

French Reading and Writing 

Written 
Exam 

  

1 hour 45 minutes 

Weighting:  50% 

Externally Assessed 

80 marks (40 for reading and 40 for 
writing) 

Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Section A: Reading 
Five questions in a mixture of formats 
Section B: Writing 
Two open-response writing tasks 
A grammar-based task that requires 
altering selected words so that they 
correctly fit the sentences. 
Each task is linked to a specific topic. 

French Speaking 

Practical 
Exam 

  

8 – 10 minutes 

Weighting:  25% 

Externally assessed 

40 marks 
Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 
Assessment 
Overview 

Three tasks (A, B, C). 
Students present/answer questions 
on a picture. 
They discuss two different topics   
chosen by Pearson. 
Assessments are conducted by    
teachers in one session within a     
prescribed assessment window. 
Recordings are submitted to Pearson 
for external marking. 
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Assessment Details 

Spanish 
Exam board: Pearson Edexcel IGCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study a wide range of texts: 

 

1.  Home and Abroad 

  

2.  Education and Employment 

  

3.  Personal Life and Relationships 

  

4. The world around us 

5. Social Activities, Fitness and Health 

  

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification are 
to enable students to: 

  

1. 

  

Develop an ability to use Spanish            
effectively. 

2. 

  

By the end of the two-year course,      
students should be able to speak with 
spontaneity and intonation. 

3. 

  

Students should learn to understand a range 
of texts and they should provide detailed   
information and express their opinions on            
contemporary topics with justifications. 

4. 

  

The course links the skills of: 

 Listening 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Speaking 

which are built on as students progress 
through their studies. 

5. 

  

The syllabus also offers insight into the  
culture of countries where Spanish is the 
spoken language. 

6. 

  

Students are encouraged to form positive   
attitudes and are prepared for a global   
society. 

Spanish Listening 

Written  
Exam 

  

30 minutes, plus five minutes’    
reading time 

Weighting:  25% 

40 marks 

Externally Assessed 
Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Seven tasks in a mixture of       
formats 

Spanish Reading and Writing 

Written 
Exam 

  

1 hour 45 minutes 

Weighting:  50% 

Externally Assessed 

80 marks (40 for reading and 40 for 
writing) 

Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 

Assessment 
Overview 

Section A: Reading 
Five questions in a mixture of formats 
Section B: Writing 
Two open-response writing tasks 
A grammar-based task that requires 
altering selected words so that they 
correctly fit the sentences. 
Each task is linked to a specific topic. 

Spanish Speaking 

Practical 
Exam 

  

8 – 10 minutes 

Weighting:  25% 

Externally assessed 

40 marks 
Overview Home and abroad 

Education and employment 

Personal life and relationships 

The world around us 

Social activities, fitness and health. 
Assessment 
Overview 

Three tasks (A, B, C). 
Students present/answer questions 
on a picture. 
They discuss two different topics   
chosen by Pearson. 
Assessments are conducted by    
teachers in one session within a     
prescribed assessment window. 
Recordings are submitted to Pearson 
for external marking. 
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Assessment Details 

History 
Exam board: Cambridge                    
International IGCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study: 

 

 The Twentieth Century: 

International Relations since 1919 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students: 

  

1. To stimulate an interest in and          
enthusiasm for learning about the past. 

2. To promote the acquisition of 
knowledge and understanding of       
individuals, people and societies in the 
past. 

3. To ensure that learners’ knowledge is 
rooted in an understanding of the nature 
and use of historical evidence. 

4. To promote an understanding of key 
historical concepts: cause and       
consequence, change and continuity, 
and similarity and difference. 

5. To provide a sound basis for further 
study and the pursuit of personal      
interest. 

6. To encourage international               
understanding. 

7. To encourage the development of     
historical skills, including investigation, 
analysis, evaluation and communication 
skills. 

Paper 1 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

2 hours 

60 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  40% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

Section A 

A choice of two questions from the 
Core Content. 

Section B 

A choice of one question from 
Depth Studies. 

All questions are in the form of 
structure essays, split into three 
parts:  a, b and c. 

Paper 2 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

1 hour 45 minutes 

40 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  30% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

 Candidates answer six    
questions on one prescribed 
topic. 

 There is a range of source 
material relating to each 
prescribed topic. 

 The prescribed topic changes 
in each examination session. 

The Final Component 

Coursework 40 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  30% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

 Candidates produce one 
piece of extended writing; 

 Based upon a Depth Study 
from the appropriate part of 
the syllabus; 

 The Depth Study is devised 
by CIE. 
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Assessment Details 

ICT 
Exam board: Cambridge International 
IGCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study a variety of topics: 

1. Types and components of computer     
systems 

2. Networks and the effects of using them 

3. The systems life cycle 

4. File management 

5. Graphs and charts 

6. Website authoring 

7. Images, styles, proofing and layout 

8. ICT applications 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students: 

1. To provide the ability to use a broad 
range of ICT skills and to encourage 
knowledge and understanding of the    
development of ICT systems, networks 
and their safe use. 

2. To provide the ability to understand the 
rapid change and impact of ICT in a 
technology-based world. 

3. To develop the ability to gather, process 
and manipulate data. 

4. To be confident in applying knowledge 
and understanding of ICT technologies 
and using skills to solve ICT problems. 

5. To be innovative in the use of ICT-based 
solutions to solve problems and to      
identify alternative solutions to solve 
problems. 

6. To develop an understanding of the 
basic components, use and application 
of different ICT systems and networks. 

7. To develop the skills to analyse, design, 
implement, test and evaluate ICT        
systems. 

8. To develop the skills to understand the 
impact of current and new technologies 
on methods of working in the outside 
world. 

Paper 1 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

1 ½ hours 

80 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  40% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

Theory 

 

Questions will be based on all  

sections of the course content. 

Paper 2 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

2 ¼ hours 

70 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  30% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

Document Production, Databases  

and Presentations 

 

The practical skills of file         

management, images, layout,  

styles, proofing and graphs and  

charts will all be included. 

 

All tasks are compulsory. 

Paper 3 

Written      
examination 
paper 

2 ¼ hours 

70 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  30% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

The skills needed or          
spreadsheets and website      
authoring are assessed. 

 

The practical skills of file     
management, images, layout, 
styles, proofing and graphs and 
charts will all be included. 

 

All tasks are compulsory. 
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Assessment Details 

Physical Education 
Exam board: Cambridge International 
IGCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will study two components: 

 

1. Component 1: Theory 

 Anatomy and physiology 

 Health, fitness and training 

 Skill acquisition and psychology 

 Social, cultural and ethical         
influences 

2. Component 2: Coursework Practical 

 Candidates undertake four physical 
activities 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students: 

1. To develop their knowledge and          
understanding of the theory  underpinning 
physical performance in a modern world. 

2. To use and apply this knowledge and   
understanding to improve their            
performance. 

3. To perform in a range of physical         
activities, developing skills and          
techniques, and selecting and using      
tactics, strategies and/or compositional 
ideas. 

4. To understand and appreciate safe     
practice in physical activity and sport. 

5. To understand and appreciate the benefit 
of physical activity and sport for health, 
fitness and well-being. 

6. To gain a sound basis for further study in 
the field of Physical Education. 

Component 1: 

Theory 

Written      
examination 
paper 

  

1 hour 45 minutes 

100 marks 

Externally assessed 

Weighting:  50% 

Content    
overview 

  

 Anatomy and Physiology. 

 Health, fitness and training. 

 Skill acquisition and psychology. 

 Social, cultural and ethical   
influences. 

Assessment 
overview 

 short answer questions. 

 structured questions. 

Component 2: 

Coursework 

Practically 
assessed 

  

100 marks 

Internally assessed/Externally      
moderated 

Weighting:  50% 

Content    
overview 

  

 Students must participate in 
four separate activities from at 
least two of the seven          
categories. 

Assessment 
overview 

 The assessment consists of   
candidates completing four   
physical activities from at least 
two of the seven categories. 

 Demonstrate the ability to   
select and perform appropriate 
skills to produce effective    
performance in practical. 
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Assessment Details 

Design and Technology 
Exam board: AQA GCSE 

Course Overview 

Students will: 

 

1. Demonstrate their understanding that all 
design and technological activity takes 
place within contexts that influence the 
outcomes of design practice. 

2. Develop realistic design proposals as a   
result of the exploration of design         
opportunities and users’ needs, wants and 
values. 

3. Develop a broad knowledge of materials, 
components and technologies and practical 
skills to develop high quality, imaginative 
and functional prototypes. 

4. Use key design and technology terminology 
including those related to: designing,       
innovation and communication; materials 
and technologies; making, manufacture and    
production; critiquing, values and ethics. 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification are 
to enable students to: 

 1. Identify, investigate and outline design   
possibilities to address needs and wants. 

 2. Design and make prototypes that are fit 
for purpose. 

 3. Analyse and evaluate. 

 4. Demonstrate and apply knowledge and    
understanding of technical principles. 

 5. Demonstrate and apply knowledge and    
understanding of designing and making  
principles. 

Design Technology Paper 1 

  

Assessment   
criteria 

Non-Exam Assessment 

30 – 35 hours 

100 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  50% 

Overview  Identify, investigate and     
outline design possibilities; 

 Design and make prototypes 
that are fit for purpose; 

 Analyse and evaluate. 

Assessment   
criteria 

 Assessments carried out in a 
rolling manner across the 30
-35 hours; 

 Candidates will produce a   
prototype and a portfolio of 
evidence. 

Design Technology Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

  

Written  
Exam Paper 

2 hours 

100 marks 

Externally marked 

Weighting:  50% 

Overview  Demonstrate and apply 
knowledge and understanding 
of technical and specialist 
principles; 

 Demonstrate and apply 
knowledge and understanding 
of design and making         
principles. 

Assessment   
criteria 

 Section A – core technical  
principles (20 marks) 

 Section B – specialist      
technical principles (30 
marks) 

 Section C – designing and   
making principles (50 marks) 

Questions range from multiple 
choice to extended response. 
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Assessment Details 

Art and Design  
(Fine Art) 

Exam board: AQA GCSE 

Course Overview 

 

 Art allows you to be creative, to      
increase your practical skills and      
improve your analytical, communication 
and research abilities. 

 This course will suit you if you: 

 like to use different materials 
and processes to develop your 
visual skills. 

 are creative, enthusiastic and 
imaginative. 

 are willing to experiment and to 
take risks when you are trying 
new ideas. 

 are able to work independently 
and like to visit art galleries and 
museums to make your work 
more informed. 

 like communicating your ideas, 
opinions and addressing issues. 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students to: 

1. To be introduced to a variety of         
experiences that explore a broad range 
of fine art media, processes and      
techniques exploring both traditional 
and new media. 

2. To explore the use of drawing for      
different purposes, using a variety of 
methods and media on a variety of 
scales and using sketchbooks and      
journals to collate and underpin their 
work. 

3. To explore relevant images, artefacts 
and resources relating to a range of art, 
craft and design, from the past and from 
recent times. Students' responses to 
these examples will be shown through       
practical and critical activities that 
demonstrate their understanding of   
different styles, cultures, genres and 
traditions. 

Component 1 

Coursework 

  

No time limit 

96 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  60% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

Each student must select and    
present a portfolio that includes: 

  

A sustained project developed in 
response to a subject or theme  
evidencing the journey from initial 
engagement with an idea(s) to the 
realisation of intentions. Students 
will demonstrate their ability to 
draw together different areas of 
knowledge, skills and/or            
understanding from across their 
course of study. 

  

A selection of further work      
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-based 
workshops; mini and/or foundation 
projects; responses to gallery,   
museum or site visits; work    
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken. 

  

Component 2 

Externally-set 
assignment 
  

Preparatory period followed by ten 
hours of controlled assessment 

96 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  40% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 
  

Students respond to their chosen 
starting point from an externally 
set assignment paper. 
  
Students have an unlimited           
preparation period followed by ten 
hours of supervised time in which 
to produce their final piece or  
pieces for the project. 
  



 21 

Assessment Details 

Art and Design  
(Photography) 

Exam board: AQA GCSE 

Course Overview 

 

 Art allows you to be creative, to      
increase your practical skills and      
improve your analytical, communication 
and research abilities. 

 This course will suit you if you: 

 like to use different materials 
and processes to develop your 
visual skills. 

 are creative, enthusiastic and 
imaginative. 

 are willing to experiment and to 
take risks when you are trying 
new ideas. 

 are able to work independently 
and like to visit art galleries and 
museums to make your work 
more informed. 

 like communicating your ideas, 
opinions and addressing issues. 

The Aims and Objectives of this qualification 
are to enable students: 

1. To be introduced to a range of           
appropriate skills and photographic  
principles working with digital and/or 
traditional dark-room processes and 
mixed media. 

2. To explore the use of camera controls 
and their impact on the recorded image.  
And to present the work in appropriate 
format such as sketchbooks and digital 
portfolios. 

3. To explore relevant images, artefacts 
and resources relating to a range of art, 
photography and craft and design, from 
the past and from recent times.         
Students' responses to these examples 
will be shown through practical and  
critical activities that demonstrate their 
understanding of different styles,      
cultures, genres and traditions. 
 

Component 1 

Coursework 

  

No time limit 

96 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  60% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 

  

Each student must select and    
present a portfolio that includes: 

  

A sustained project developed in 
response to a subject or theme  
evidencing the journey from initial 
engagement with an idea(s) to the 
realisation of intentions. Students 
will demonstrate their ability to 
draw together different areas of 
knowledge, skills and/or            
understanding from across their 
course of study. 

  

A selection of further work      
resulting from activities such as 
trials and experiments; skills-based 
workshops; mini and/or foundation 
projects; responses to gallery,   
museum or site visits; work    
placements; independent study and 
evidence of the student’s specific 
role in any group work undertaken. 

  

Component 2 

Externally-set 
assignment 
  

Preparatory period followed by ten 
hours of controlled assessment 

96 marks 

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated 

Weighting:  40% 

Content and 
Assessment 
overview 
  

Students respond to their chosen 
starting point from an externally 
set assignment paper. 
  
Students have an unlimited           
preparation period followed by ten 
hours of supervised time in which 
to produce their final piece or  
pieces for the project. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

I want to go on to college after Year 11 and maybe university after A Levels.  

What should I do now as I choose my GCSE Options?  

 

If you already have a firm idea about what you might want to study at university, then it 
makes sense to choose that subject now (or a similar subject). You will probably need six 
GCSEs at around Level 4 or 5 or above to study three A-Levels at college, and you will need 
three good A-Levels to study a degree at university.   

  

I have absolutely no idea about A-Levels, university or any career plans yet.  

What should I do now as I choose my GCSE Options?  

 

Choose the subjects you most enjoy and do well at, aiming for as big a mix and variety as   
possible. In this way, you give yourself the best chance of ongoing enjoyment and of securing 
the highest possible average grade and this could be very useful to you in the future as you  
explore A Level choices and university or a choice of career afterwards.  

 

How should I approach prep (homework)?   

 

As GCSE students, preps are a vital part of your study programme. Teachers will set preps    
because they want to give you every opportunity to improve, consolidate and extend your 
learning beyond the time constraints of the classroom. You will receive a Prep Timetable at 
the beginning of the Academic Year and your teachers will broadly stick to the timetable.  
Year 10 and 11 students should expect to spend around 1.5 – 2 hours a night on prep and         
individual study.  It is difficult to say exactly how long prep tasks will be; sometimes, your 
teacher may only want a short task; at other times, they may want you to work through a 
lengthy exam question; perhaps there may be an exam or assessment approaching and you are 
asked to revise.  You should be led by your teachers and be prepared to be flexible.  

 

For this reason, we will not suggest any specific time-limits to Year 10 and 11 preps. You 
should also expect preps on a Friday night (which of course you can delay into the weekend).  
Remember, students tend to get what they deserve in terms of exam successes:  the more you 
put in, the more you will get out. Finally, with subjects that offer a coursework element, you 
must be prepared to work independently in and out of the classroom environment. With most 
subjects, you are allowed to work on coursework whenever you can, and you should not just 
assume edits and improvements are to be made when you are in the lesson.  

 

How do I know if I am up to studying a subject at GCSE level?  

 

You should consider how you did in your Year 9 November exams and read your January report 
carefully. Additionally, consider your “history” in the subject, has it been a positive            
experience and has it been a subject you enjoy?  When you put all these pieces of your        
academic jigsaw together, you should begin to understand if a subject is a realistic GCSE    
subject for you.  
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Should I risk choosing an Option which is a relatively new subject for me? 

  

Most subjects will not be new to you and you will have a good understanding of what the    
subject is about. There are exceptions to this though. For example, you may be a competent 
linguist, have selected to continue French since Year 7 but find taking Spanish as a two-year 
option from Year 10 appeals to you. In this instance, you need to do your homework and talk 
to the Head of Spanish to understand more about the challenges, attractions and pitfalls which 
would lie ahead were you to follow this route.  

 

There may be subjects like Art, Drama or Design Technology where you could not select them 
all as Year 7, 8 or 9 options but you want to select them as a GCSE Option. At least with these 
subjects, even if you have not studied them for a year or two, you should have a broad        
understanding of what the subject is likely to ask of you. Again, talk to the teachers – they will 
be very happy to discuss their subject with you!  

  

Who should I speak to for advice on my Option choices?  

 

Start with the subject teachers. They know their subjects inside out and will be happy to     
explain what following their subject to GCSE will involve. There are other people too who will 
be only too pleased to help: your parents, your Form Tutor, Mr Collins, Mr Cotton,               
Mrs Eastment or Mrs Skrine. We are all here to help you and that is why we hold a Year 9     
Options Information Evening in February so that you can gather all the information you need.  

  

What questions should I ask myself when choosing a GCSE Option?  

 

There is no exact list of questions, but these may help:  

 

• Do I enjoy this subject?   

• Do I do well in this subject?    

• Do my teachers tell me that I am doing well?   

• Do I tend to perform well in this subject under exam conditions?   

• Do I find the writing and reading demands of this subject quite easy or quite challenging?   

• When I do Prep in this subject, do I enjoy it, or find it a chore?   

• Do I respond better to a “writing” subject or a “hands-on” subject?   

 Do I have any idea of future plans? If so, is there a GCSE Option choice which fits my            
provisional plans? For example, if you are interested in Politics at A Level, choosing     
History is a good idea. If you want to do a visual-arts based A Level, then choosing Art or            
Photography may be beneficial.  

 How much “controlled assessment” or coursework is there in the subject? If it is a lot,                    
does this matter to me?  

  

What is a “controlled assessment”?  

 

It is a form of internal assessment where the control levels for each assessment stage (task 
setting, task taking and task marking) are defined by the qualifications regulators for all 
awarding bodies.  
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There are three stages to controlled assessment:  

 task setting;  

 task taking;  

 task marking.  

 

Each stage has a level of control (high, medium or low) to ensure reliability and authenticity 
and to make assessments more manageable for teachers and students.  In many ways,           
preparation for a controlled assessment will be the same as for coursework. The requirements 
for each subject are different so the subject teacher will be able to advise what the level of 
controlled assessment in their subject is.  

 

However, broadly speaking, all subjects will need to do the following:  

 

• teach an overview of the chosen topic/task before students set to work;  

• give students the context they need to understand the topic; 

• teach students any skills they will need for their tasks, such as research skills; 

• support students throughout the research, drafting and write-up stages.  

  

Will I get all the Options choices I request?  

 

Belmont will try very hard to accommodate your requests, but it may not be possible to give 
all students everything they want. We may advise you to take more or fewer subjects, or we 
may discuss with you changing to an Option choice which we think better suits your abilities.  
The choices of the year group cohort will also determine how we build and shape the Option 
Blocks from a timetabling perspective. The Option Blocks will prevent certain subject       
combinations although we will work hard to give students what they want.  

  

What is the difference between a GCSE and an IGCSE?  

 

There is very little difference between the two and they are accepted as equivalent          
qualifications by the top universities, sixth-form colleges and other independent schools. 
IGCSEs are particularly targeted for international students who wished to follow a British style 
of education but who perhaps did not have a sufficient mastery of the English language making 
ongoing coursework difficult. Now, the level of coursework has reduced in GCSEs so there is 
very little distinction between the two. GCSEs are still designed for a mainly British rather 
than an international audience; for example, Shakespeare is compulsory for GCSE English, 
whereas it is optional for IGCSE English. IGCSEs used to be considered harder (due to the final 
exam model instead of the gradual approach offered by ongoing coursework) but now course-
work has reduced for GCSEs, both types of qualification are considered much more even than 
before. The Russell Group Universities recently confirmed that they do not make any          
distinction between IGCSE and GCSE qualifications when considering students for their    
courses. Many schools will offer a combination of GCSEs and IGCSEs based on the syllabuses 
that they find works best for their students in each subject and Belmont is thrilled to also be   
offering a combination of the two types of qualification.  
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Notes  
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