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Introduction
Belmont School was founded in 1880 and has developed a
fine reputation for delivering first class education. Since our
inception we have been unafraid to adapt, not only to ensure
that our provision is relevant and vibrant, but also to respond
to the specific requirements of each successive generation.
As we grow and develop, however, we remain true to our
core values. Belmont is a community where good manners,
empathy, kindness, high standards and a solid work ethic
are prized.
Today’s world presents our children and teenagers with
wide ranging opportunities; it also presents significant
challenges to mental health and wellbeing. At such a time
the principles of a Belmont education have become ever
more desirable as we seek to discover and to develop what is
best in every individual, nurturing each one to blossom into
a well-rounded adult who appreciates social responsibility,
relishes challenge, and has the self-determination to make
a difference.
Against this canvas the academic portrait of each pupil can
be painted, layering up solid foundations for learning and
for successful outcomes at GCSE and beyond. When a
teenager is able to flourish physically, emotionally, and
socially, and has developed the desire to discover new
worlds of activity and learning, then he or she will achieve
their very best academically.
We are often told that the ethos at Belmont is unique, as
is the passion, expertise and commitment of the staff who
underpin it. I commend Belmont to you and invite you
to experience at first hand the meaning of “Achievement
Through Happiness”.
Helen Skrine
Headmistress

Pastoral Care
The pastoral care system at Belmont supports and promotes
the shared values and aims of the school, seeking to ensure
that every pupil is able to experience ‘Achievement Through
Happiness’. The Pastoral Team includes every adult working
in school, and is led primarily by the Deputy Head (Pastoral),
Form Tutors and the Matron. However, at Belmont, pastoral
care is the responsibility of all staff.
The PSHE programme is followed by all pupils in Years 7
-11 and covers core themes such as health and wellbeing,
relationships, and living in the wider world. Form Tutors
have a key role in working with parents to ensure all pupils
are fully supported through this programme. Matron plays
a significant role in the wellbeing of pupils, working with
community health practitioners as necessary. We seek to
foster positive relationships within our school so that pupils
always know there is someone available to talk to.
At Belmont we encourage older pupils to mix happily with
younger ones. We believe that pupils make excellent role
models and they undertake a range of leadership positions
through which every pupil can serve the school community.
We seek to promote the excitement of adolescence, to
preserve the wellbeing of all pupils, and to model high
standards of behaviour, manners and social interaction
which others can emulate. Our environment is one where
responsibility, kindness, forgiveness and service are
precious values that lie at the heart of the school.
Relationships between staff and pupils, and amongst pupils
themselves, are a major strength at Belmont, and all staff
show a high level of genuine concern for each pupil. We work
hard to get to know every individual, to draw out strengths
and support any weaknesses, and to encourage every pupil
to develop secure self-esteem and inner confidence.

Boarding
Senior Boarding at Belmont provides the opportunity for
each pupil to grow in maturity, to have fun, to develop
personal skills and to form lifelong friendships. The Head
of Boarding ensures a warm, family atmosphere supported
by the Matron and a team of residential staff.
Every evening, pupils complete their prep under the
supervision of teaching staff. Belmont has its own
monitored wireless network so that pupils can use the
internet and the School’s virtual learning platform, and
can also access email and other platforms to contact home
in a controlled environment.
Pupils’ recreational needs are well catered for with a blend
of organised activities and free time. There are social areas,
games rooms and designated areas for music practice whilst
the library is available for quiet reading or private study.
Outings are arranged on a regular basis, and pupils are
encouraged to make use of our many facilities for outdoor
pursuits, for woodland activities, for sport or recreation.
Giving You Choice – our Boarding Options
We offer a full range of weekly, regular, flexi and day boarding
options, enabling pupils and their parents to meet their
individual requirements from week to week. Alternatively,
pupils may opt for day boarding. With this option a pupil may
remain at school until 8pm returning home to sleep having
completed all their academic commitments and having
enjoyed some relaxation time too. Breakfast is also available
on Monday to Friday from 7.30am.
At Belmont there is no requirement to board and many are
day pupils. However, our wide range of boarding options are
immensley popular, enabling families to solve some of the
logistical challenges of modern life and to remove the strain
and time-consuming demands of the daily school run.
Whichever options are chosen, and whether they are used
infrequently or frequently, it is hugely reassuring to know that
these facilities are available to every senior pupil.

Academic
Years 7 to 9
In Years 7 and 8, our pupils follow the stimulating ISEB
syllabi at a level appropriate to each pupil’s ability; this is an
excellent precursor to our Year 9 curriculum which provides
a seamless bridge towards the GCSE programmes of study.
During the Lent Term of Year 9, pupils will be guided to
make informed and balanced choices as they select the
subjects that most excite them, and which provide a rounded
portfolio in preparation for future choices at Sixth Form or
University level.
GCSE – Years 10 and 11
Whilst some subjects commence upon GCSE Programmes of
Study during Year 9, it is from Year 10 that pupils embark
upon their studies for GCSE or IGCSE examinations at the
end of Year 11.
Heads of Department select the optimum syllabus for their
subject so that pupils are entered for a range of examination
boards in order to provide challenge and enjoyment in
each subject.
We take great care to meet individual requirements for
learning and to offer appropriate opportunities both for
pupils who require additional learing support and for those
gifted and talented pupils who need additional stimulation
and challenge through …our association with NACE (National
Association for Able Children in Education).

Academic (contd.)
The Core GCSE subjects (compulsory) from year 10 will be:
• English Language
• English Literature
• ICT
• Mathematics
There are five further Option Blocks. One subject may be
chosen from each option block and all pupils must choose
one subject from Option Block 1 which includes:
• French GCSE
• Spanish (leading to either GCSE level or Certificate of
Competence level)
• Learning Support (recommended to a small number of pupils where
a language is thought to be beyond the fair capabilities of that pupil).

Option Blocks 2 to 5 enable pupils to make a balanced
selection from the following subjects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Science
Spanish
Geography
History
Religious Studies
Travel and Tourism
Music
Physical Education
Art and Design
Design Technology
Drama
ICT

All pupils will continue to receive Games/PE, Personal Social
and Health Education, and Life Skills which includes careers
advice, sex education, and economic education.
When selecting their subject options, pupils will be guided
and advised to cover a balanced breadth within a range of
8 to 11 subjects. Where necessary, pupils will be offered
learning support in lieu of one option in order to maximise
their average GCSE grade: this is an important consideration
for University applications in the future.

Extra Curricular
In Years 7 to 11, the extra-curricular programme provides
wide ranging challenges through which pupils develop
self-belief, respect for others and the ability to work as part
of a team. The programme is designed in consultation with
our senior pupils so that their particular areas of interest
can be reflected in the extra-curricular programme
wherever possible.
Pupils are encouraged to lead, to participate and to serve.
All pupils are expected to undertake the Duke of Edinburgh
Award scheme at Bronze level, and this scheme is then
optional for those who wish to progress further.
Our outstanding location in the Surrey Hills provides the
perfect backdrop for mountain biking, camping, walking,
forest and outdoor activities. We also offer a wide range of
opportunities in sport, art, design, ceramics, photography,
music, drama and stage management. In addition, there are
opportunities to debate, to stand for election to the School
Council, and to become involved in environmental,
charitable or community initiatives.
We believe that the development of extra-curricular interests
is crucial for every senior pupil, and we seek to discover and
develop what is best in each one. The development of an
adult lies not only in the classroom, but in the opportunities
beyond, and it is often through leading an activity, being part
of a team or learning a new skill that young men and women
begin to create a path for the future.

Further Information
Application for Entry into Year 7 or Year 9
Boys and girls who are already pupils at Belmont are entitled to
progress to Year 7 without further assessment, in line with our Terms
and Conditions. This means that there are a limited number of places
in Years 7 and 9 and applications from prospective pupils should be
received at least one year prior to entry.
Following a tour of the school at an Open Morning or as part of a
private meeting with the Headmistress, we invite prospective pupils
to attend a Taster Day which will include verbal and non-verbal
assessment to enable us to ensure that the applicant’s cognitive profile
falls within the expected range, and to establish whether any special
considerations may be met.
Scholarships
Our External Scholarship Competition is open to new pupils entering
Belmont in Year 7 or Year 9. Subject to the quality of applications, we
may offer scholarships in Sport, Music, Drama, Art, Design Technology,
Information Technology or an All Rounder Scholarship (for which
academic potential must be demonstrated in addition to at least one
other discipline).
The External Scholarship Competition takes place in the Lent Term
(January – March) of the year of entry. The scholarship application must
be received by 1st December in the year preceding entry to Belmont.
Candidates may not apply for a scholarship until a place has been
offered through our usual entry process and a deposit has been paid.
Means-Tested Bursaries
We offer means-tested financial support to eligible parents to assist
with the payment of school fees. Bursaries may be awarded in the
form of a discount on tuition and/or boarding fees, depending on the
financial, compassionate or other pertinent need of the applicant.
A bursary application can only be submitted once a place has been
accepted and a deposit paid in order to secure the place. A copy of our
Bursary Policy can be found on our school website.
Typically, a scholarship may be combined with a bursary in the case of
financial need and in the event that the scholarship and/or bursary is
not enough to meet requirement, the deposit will be returned to the
applicant on request, and the pupil’s place offered elsewhere.

Facilities
The Board of Governors is committed to the ongoing
development of facilities at Belmont in order to
ensure not only that we are able to offer first class
teaching to our Senior pupils, but also to ensure
that all pupils across the age range benefit from the
improvements and additions to facilities on our site.
Improved facilities will include:
• Ground level Design Technology department
• New classrooms
• Senior Common Room area
• New ICT teaching facility
• Two new Science laboratories in addition to the
existing Science facilities
• Two new Art teaching rooms
• Dark room for Photography
• “Clean” room for design work
• Astro turf pitch
• Additional grass pitch space for football and rugby
for both girls and boys
• Weights Training area and dedicated Physical
Education teaching classroom
• Mountain biking trails within the school grounds
certified by MTB
• New black box facility for Drama and Movement
• New lighting box for Theatre
• New lavatories
• Extension of dormitory provision and washing
facilities to include separation for older boarders

Contact Us
Belmont School
Holmbury St. Mary
Dorking
Surrey
RH5 6LQ
Sat Nav Address:
RH5 6LH
Telephone:
01306 730852
Admissions Department:
admissions@belmont-school.org
Email:
schooloffice@belmont-school.org
Belmont is committed to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of children
www.belmont-school.org

‘‘ Belmont was the making of our son. Such a happy and caring
environment. I cannot recommend Belmont highly enough.
Happy days and a great education.”
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